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ABSTRACT

Historical Trends of Christian Mission Toward Islam
(1900-2012) and Alternative ways for the Korean Church
in the future

Matthew Chung

On April 4-9, 1906, the Cairo Conference was held in Egypt as the first Mission
Conference aimed at reaching the Muslim world, led by Samuel Zwemer. Since then
about 100 years have passed. We want to evaluate the historical trends of Chris-
tian Missions toward Islam over those past 100 years and suggest alternative ways
forward for the Korean church.

Missions environments in ministry to Muslims from 1900 to 2012 have been
changing drastically. One example is two different approaches between the WCC
through dialogue and the WEA through evangelism with a 7.5 times increase in the
Muslim population between 1900 and 2010.

‘The major trends of Christian Missions toward Islam from 1900 to 2012 are as

follows :

1) Samuel Zwemer and early American Missions toward Islam with the SVM
(Student Volunteer Movement)

2) European (especially British) Missions toward Islam and the WCC’s Dialogue
with Muslims

3) Evangelical Missions toward Islam after Lausanne since 1973 (along with
Micah Network)

4) Church Planting Movement (CPM) toward Unreached Muslim People Groups

5) Movement of Christian Worldview Transformation
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6) Confrontation or Co-Existence: Islamophobia and ‘A Common Word’

The Korean church should learn valuable lessons from the above past six trends in
Mission history to find the best alternatives below in the future. This is especially so
since Korea started its mission to Islam in 1961 by sending three women missionar-
ies to Pakistan from Ewha Woman’s University, having gotten 97,313 people from
OIC countries as of December 2010, and has sent 4,494 Korean missionaries to

Muslim countries as of 2011.

1) Let’s provide a healthy theological framework for Missions toward Islam in ad-
dition to the already existing Western-initiated theology.

2) Let’s look again at what the church (or the community of God) means within
the Muslim community.

3) Let an appropriate local church according to its culture be formed through
healthy discipleship.

4) Let’s emphasize an application process of contextualization prompted by the
Holy Spirit and prayer.

5) Lets do our best to work together in tri-partnership between Korea, the Na-
tional (local) Church, and the International body of Christ.

6) Lets strengthen the role of the Korean government.

7) Lets urgently prepare the next Christian generation in Korea.

@ Key Words : Mission toward Islam, past 100 years,
Historical Evaluation, Korean church’s Alternatives,

New Missions and Direction
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1. J. Dudley Woodberry, From Seed To Fruit (Pasadena, William Carey Library, 2008). v (Introduc-
tion).

2. Lyle L. Vander Werff, Christian Mission to Muslims. (Anglican and Reformed Approaches in India
and the Near East, 1800-1938) (Pasadena, William Carey Library, 1977), 225-226.
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3. Brian Stanley, The World Missionary Conference, Edinburgh 1910 (Grand Rapids: William B.
Eerdmans, 2009), 15.

4. Lyle L. Vander Werff, Christian Mission to Muslims (Anglican and Reformed Approaches in India
and the Near East, 1800-1938) (Pasadena, William Carey Library, 1977), 225.

5. J. Dudley Woodberry (2008), vi
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2006), 25.
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38. Edited by Miroslav Volf, Ghazi bin Muhammad. and Melissa Yarrington (Forward by Tony Blair),
A Common Word, Muslims and Christians on Loving God and Neighbor (Grand Rapids/Cambridge:
William B. Eerdmans,2010).1-8. §=0llkl= Z&7| SAILt AR ISILCY.

39.A18H ZEXo 2 ‘A Common Word' 7+ B0 ZI 42 OFL|LL, Bt 7EX| AEH H|Ehg 22 Sam Solomon
and Al-Maadisi, The Truth about A Common Word, 20082 &Z35l2t.

40. Chesworth, John Anthony, "The use of Scripture in Swahili Tracks by Muslims and Christians in
East Africa”, The University of Birmingham for the degree of Ph.D., Department of Theology and Re-
ligion School of Historical Studies, (The University of Birmingham October 2007), 19-20. | use John's
definition of Eirenic and polemic as below

- Eirenic(al): Promoting peace (can also be spelt as Irenic). Used in Christian-Muslim relations to
refer to an attitude and approach that promotes peace between different groups. Used here to refer
to writing that is conciliatory and which attempts to improve relationships or to at least maintain the
status quo.

- Polemic(s): Controversial discussion and debate, especially in theology (also polemical). In Chris-
tian-Muslim relations, it refers to an approach which is disputatious and which deliberately sets out
to be provocative. Used here to refer to writing that is insulting and offensive to the ‘other faith’.
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41. Programme for Christian-Muslim Relations in Africa, 50thAnniversary Celebrations programme,
19-24 November 2009, 13.
42. Hugh Goddard, A History of Christian-Muslim Relations (Chicago: New Amsterdam Books,
2000),104. 1265E12| T[] “A='E XIS HojlA "FEIOLE"7t XS] M 2ol RIS o= BALE HiASS
FE0|EEe 2 SE2 215t 0% WE0|c

3. B SIHE, A7 IMmet MAIZte] #st, (MS: B AR, 2010).456.
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44. (http: / /www.christianmuslimforum.org/downloads/Ethical_Guidelines_for_Witness.pdf )
Guidelines for Ethical Witness (2|18 £712 £I8t 107X 2tLh)
1. ot otL|2t, X, &S, AS Sall 37
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46. Steve Sang-Cheol Moon, “Missions from Korea 2012 Slowdown and Maturation” /BMR (Interna-
tional Bulletin of Missionary Research) Vol.36, No.2, (April 2012) 85.

47. Hioll agla| HX, 'H2 ZolM 52 22, (ME: o, 2010).107.

48. ZGR. T7 |50 walAt, (3 SAls EHE 2009), 39.
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50. Christopher J.H. Wright, The Mission of God (Downers Grove: IVP, 2006), 498.
51. Ibid., 38.
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52. (Matthew) Jeong, Keung-Chul, “Toward Best Practice concerning Partnership between Koreans
and other nationalities: A model for Interserve”, Dissertation of D.Min.(Pasadena: Fuller Theological
Seminary, 2009), 86-90.

53. Samuel M. Zwemer, The Muslim Christ (Edinburgh and London: Oliphant, Anderson and Ferrier,
1912),178-179: "The Christian is not saved because he is a Christian. The Moslem, of course, can-
not be saved because he is a Moslem. All who may be saved outside of formal and visible connection
with Christianity will be saved because of a real and invisible connection with Christ.”



Muslim-Christian Encounter | 69

gttt ola 12 AR 0] DNAE F&ealtol BAlete = 244 Sl ol Bl ¢
ForARE, T2 Uete] A=A welE HEHl EAlslE = Ales A OEE 2
e Zo] H T Hloje, 1417] w9} e
T3], Bk 8] AL A 15]0] AAH maS ol BaE oA malE
A= AR S AZeh HlaFo 271 2o & el 7o) Bio] il
0.2 BoPbH el g Th e SR 4SS AR £ okl
o 7P AEs w7 eAE Ao s i

B9 SAAES AR R AT T WE)E BolA) Sh A A
7oA 7] BEYENA AP BAL G271 ol

29 2
72 A AA B 5] WolA] 5] Beleh wE £ oA sk Seft 15
238 W91 51, 1 ST 2 Al SRAEO = G e ]
5 90X Bofo] A7t ofe] 7 WASS AwT Bastolet, thEE 7S AR
o) AT P& LRSSl U, A 7914 ek 2eat g Alm v
Zsfc}, 1o F43E QR ARIFIS wa 4 9 Aolet Sl AR 7
A2 B3RS (] 2:0] FRE e bt thEm T AE ()5S 2431 2

S)o] offe}, $elis i & o] Aol Folshs AL B o] ApH}E Hhe 2 So]
TF (5411991 4847 ‘W ARFS0] LS AR5t 5 sl At of =
P L] A7} el kAl ol ' K] P slie) B 7lolsha
A ARBRE AL i Zo] ofet AE: o] 7H=5 2ol et dofulol 3
2 914 Wolok & olet,

54. Z 5|HE (2010).551.
55. Ibid..127.



70 | Torch Trinity Center for Islamic Studies Journal

mlo

&S 9J5E AwA)ef A o] AfLE ook gt FEUEL T
%t%ﬂﬁ} 7RSS Wol TRttt Welleh 3], o, 7153t g Aleke] A4
A Z5o|ch % 0]¢} F(Right or Wrong)oll 71%35}0] whsolRl ‘4e]'S
o] M3t oo Hele S 7] 28 g Yol ARl B A= 2
Al ok, & AR 2ol gk <] Bish} F asict, B Sﬂr Heig
%ﬂﬂ Afeo] ‘715 e} ‘ol&R ALl o] METAIR WA Wil B&Ho| FaA
Ao Aglo] shube Al sk ASTE A A= R o R vy A of gt o
Shg vl Aol mpE W o]&eh A2 0 2 Qla)| st Folza)r} wsl= A2
AREFRARE, o2 A o= et wslzt Ui, vl T-14417]0]] H|2A|ofe] YIAE
2|t ws|glet, ol&ehe] Aol AdRtelAE AuabdQl B o 1041710 2%
2 o] w9k, HIE A YA R oA e o2 Hulgt wslgl ot (o4
o] QMIThS AT THIEALE 0]l 0B R) of&e Lof|A| e gdstA gaet Al
ol 31521 Yolrt, Tefuf o] 5o ofefjel Zhe- o {2 AEFE AL A AR
Aol gt 3| o) AaE HEsIA| Fofofglct,

O

1. 7-9MI7 |ofl w=|7 | EEsi0] Fet e EXEHA W 3|

RIR Lol S2olot KR IckS 2 B
242 SIS MO 50| e .

2. x| 2=f0i| XILEX[A| Efgdstiod E&slollis &8 8 J5HP, 7 IS uo| 545 ot=r| &

56. Ibid.. 45.

57. J. Dudley Woodberry (2008),106.

58. Bishop Dr. Hwa Yung, “Nestorian Christian witness under Islam: A Comparative Study of The
Churches in Persia, Egypt and North Africa in The Early Centuries of The Islamic ERA"( 2011.9.27 &
A20}F w3|0ilA The Gospel and Our Neighbors Ol 2A)

59. A.R. Vine, The Nestorian Churches. A Concise History of Nestorian Christianity in Asia from the
Persian Schism to the Modern Assyrians (London: Independent Press, 1937), op. cit., 101.

60. David D. Bundy. “Missiological Reflections on Nestorian Christianity in China During the Tang
Dynasty” in Religion in the Pacific Era. eds. F.K.Flynn and T.Hendricks (New York: Pragon House.
1985), 23.

61. Stewart, op. cit., 248 G.W. Houston, “An Overview of Nestorians in Inner Asia”, Central Asiatic
Journal, Vol. 34 (1980): 62, 64f.
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62. Laurence E. Browne, The Eclipse of Christianity in Asia. From the Time of Muhammad till the
Fourteenth Century (London: Cambridge Univ. Press, 1933), op. cit., 101.

63. Houston, op. cit., 65.

64. Chiu, op. cit., 278.

65. Ali Merad, Christian Hermit in an Islamic World: A Muslim’s View of Charles de Foucauld (New
Jersey, USA: Paulist Press, 1999), 6.

66. Matthew Keung-Chul, Jeong (2009),109.
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