Muslim-Christian Encounter | 7

AAFAIBHA TA A B 7| Ew 9} o] &
2] Qs Al A|E o1 T3-S FAOE

Maig

I M2

Il SAE =A
1. 22| 7|51 ofsh
2, "ol M=
3. Za|mte| ot HH

4. olag st2o|

lIl. 71=22| th3(1)--22]A0{2t Al2|0to]

25

1. OIEZ M7l 22| 715w 2 0tet OFE 7|5l w
2. OE= Ent OlSE Mol chet 7|=
3. SAlZset
4, HEMQ st u =
IV. 7I=19| thS(2)--012 7= e} Al5to] e

1. E3A HY

2. OlEfo| HEM

3.HY 2




8 | Torch Trinity Center for Islamic Studies Journal

ABSTRACT

Christianity and Islam from the Perspective of
Historical Theology

- With Focus on Christian Responses to Islam during the Early Abbasid Period
Wonmo Suh

This study is designed to give an historical overview of Christian responses to
Islam during the early Abbasid period. It first seeks to describe historical conditions
of Christians under the Islamic rule: the Quran's critique of Christianity, Dhim-
mitude, the assertion of Islamic identity in public areas and policies of promotion
to conversion to Islam initiated by the caliph Abd-al-Malik and his successors, and
development of Islamic knowledge. Its second task is to examine how Christians
responded to religious and social challenges of Islam, production of apocalyptic
apologetic works, translation of the Bible into Arabic, the foundation of Arabic
theology, participation in translation of Greek books into Arabic, and development

of Arabic philosophy.

My aim is to demonstrate that in the Islamic world during the early Abbasid peri-
od, Christians and Muslims influenced and interacted with each other and engaged
in religious controversies and dialogues on a rational basis at both doctrinal and
practical levels. Christians, although subject to discrimination, disability, and some-
times even persecution, participated in the creation of classical Islamic civilization by
their contribution to the translation movement and the advancement of philosophy
in Baghdad. This historical heritage is in sharp contrast with the Christians who
lived outside the world of Islam, never taking part in real conversation with Muslims

and never communicating in a meaningful way with Islamic culture. Knowledge of
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this heritage itself will change our attitude toward Christian relations to Muslims,
significantly contributing to establishment of constructive dialogues and coopera-

tion toward peace, justice, and integration of creation in the world.
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22. Griffith (2008), 23-28.

23. Griffith, “Anastasios of Sinai, the Hodegos and the Muslims”, Greek Orthodox Theological
Review 32 (1987), 341-58.

24, Griffith (2008), 31-32.
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25. Al2|ot SAIR&t0]| thHaliAl= Francisco Javier Martinez, “The Apocalyptic Genre in Syriac: The
World of Pseudo-Methodius™, in H. J. W. Drijvers et al. eds., /V Symposium Syriacum 19684: Literary
Genres in Syriac Literature (Groningen -- Qosterhesselen 10-12 September), (Roma: Pont.
Institutum Studiorum Orientalium, 1987), 337-3522 &=35|2t.

26. A. Mingana, ed. & tr., Sources syriaques (Leiden, 1907), 165/192-3; S. P. Brock tr., “North
Mesopotamia in the Late Seventh Century. Book XV of John Bar Penkayé's Ris Mellg”, Jerusalem
Studlies in Arabic and Islam 9 (1987), 72.

27. Dragon, “Juifs et Chrétiens”, TM 11 (1991), 38-43, "¢|-0=&!,(H. Suermann ed. & tr., Die
geschichtstheologischer Reaktion auf die einfallenden Muslime [Frankfurt, 1985], 12-33), T112At=2|
28,(H. J. W. Drijvers, “The Gospel of the Twelve Apostles: A Syriac Apocalypse from the Early
Islamic Period”, in Averil Cameron and Lawrence | Conrad eds., Byzantine and Early Islamic Near
East I: Problems in the Literary Source Material, Studies in Late Antiquity and Early Islam 1
[Princeton: Darwin Press, 1992], 189-213). Qictul 2§12 OI2f=Q| X|Hf 710 S20| 2t HMAIRIT
(M. Lidzbarski tr., Ginza. Der Schatz. oder das groBe Buch der Mandser [Gottingen, 1925], 411-
6), 0|& 2ol M= MAJOKDEEL]) AFO| HIHEIRCHW. Mandelung, “Abdallah b. Zubayr and the
MahdT", Journal of Near Eastern Studies 40 (1981), 291-305; idem, “Apocalyptic Prophecies in
Hims in the Umayyad Age”, JSS 31 (1986), 141-86.

28. Gerrit J. Reinink, Die syrische Apokalypse des Pseudo-Methodios, Corpus Scriptorum
Christianorum Orientalium(=CSCO), 540-541 (Louvain: Peeters, 1993).
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30. 0] OX[Et ril= F£2 M=o ZntE Fof 109 2 St o2 ARS X|HiE AoIck J= oE|I/0fle
ol Zo| = AA| OFEZE, O|2M AJE 68| 0| 0|20{X|A| ECt. G. Reinink, “Pseudo-Methodius
und die Legende von rémischen Endkaiser”, in Avril Cameron and Lawrence | Conrad eds., The

Byzantine and Early Islamic Near East I: Priblems in the Literary Source Material (Princeton: Darwin
Press, 1992), 149-87.

31. Griffith, “Muhammad and the Monk Bahira: Reflections on a Syriac and Arabic Text from Early
Abbasid Times”, Oriens Christianus 79 (1995), 146-74; Babara Roggema, “A Christian Reading of
Qur'an: The Legend of Sergius-BahTra and Its Use of the Qur'an and Stra”. in David Thomas ed..
Syrian Chrsitians under Isiam: The First Thousand Years (Leiden: Brill, 2001), 57-73.
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32. O|E& M7l tollA2] Alz]ot B Mol thaiAl= Griffith, “Disputes with Muslims in Syriac Christian
Texts: From Patriarch John (d. 648) to Bar Hebraeus (d. 1286)". in Religionsgespréche im
Mittelalter, ed. B. Lewis and F. Niewdhner, Wolfenblitteler Mittelalter-Studien 4 (Wiesbaden:
Harrassowitz, 1992), 251-2732 &t=5}zt.

33. 0| HEM= 644H92| AMZAE 7IS6tm 874F0] A1 TARZU|IM FGHXIX|2E, 8M|7| & 30 S2toll
HMegActn FHEEICE C. J. Reinink, “The Beginnings of Syriac Apologetic Literature in Response to
Islam”, Oriens Christianus 77 (1993): 167-87; F. Nau. “Un colloque du patriarche Jean avec I'émir
des Agaréens”, Journal Asiatique, 11/5 (1915), 225-79.

34. Griffith, “Disputing with Islam in Syriac: The Case of the Monk of Bét Halé with a Muslim Emir”,
Hugoye 3.1 (January, 2000), http://Syrcom.cua.edu/Hugoye/Vol3No1/HV3N1/Griffith.html.
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35. HIAEZE= Raymond Le Coz ed., Jean Damascéne: Ecrits sur Islam, Sources Chrétiens 383
(Paris: Cerf, 1992), tMZ= Daniel J. Sahas. John of Damascus on Islam: The ‘Heresy of the
Ismaelites” (Leiden: Brill, 1972)2 &Z=5ta}.

36. Griffith, “Theodore bar Kéni's Scholion: A Nestorian Summan contra Gentiles from the First
Abbasid Century”, in N. Garsoian, T. Matthews, and R. Thomson eds., East of Byzantium: Syria
and Armenia in the Formative Period (Washington, DC: Dumbarton Oaks, 1982), 53-72. HIAEZ =
Addai Scher, Theodorus bar Kéni Liber Scholiorum CSCO 55, 69 (Paris: E Typographeo
Republicae, 1910 and 1912)0] QlCt.
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39. Griffith, “Chapter Ten of the Scholion: Theodoe bar Kéni's Apology for Christianity”, Orientalia
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40. BIAEE Oscar Braun ed., Timothei Patriarchae | Epistulae, CSCO 74-75 (Louvain: Secrétariat
du CorpusSCO, 1953 and 1915); Raphael Bidawid, Les letters du patriarche nestorien Timothée,
Studi e Testi 187 (Vatican City: Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana, 1956).

41. Hanna Cheikho, Dialectique du langage sur Dieu de Timothée 1(728-823) a Serge (Rome:
Institutum Studiorum Orientalium, 1983).

42. Griffith, “Jews and Muslims in Christian Syriac and Arabic Texts of the Ninth Century”, Jewish
History 3 (1988), 65-94.

43, HIAEQ} HO{HS2 Alphonse Mingana, Woodbrooke Studies: Christian Documents in Syriac,
Arabic and Garshani; Edited and Translated with a Critical Apparatus, vol. 2 (Cambridge: Heffer,
1928), 1-1628 &=3sl2t.

44. A. Van Roey, Nonnus de Nisibe; traité apologétique, Bibliothéque du Muséon 21 (Louvain:
Peeters, 1948).
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45. Griffith, “Free Will in Christian Ka/am: Moshe bar Kepha against the Teachings of the Muslims”.
Le Muséon 100 (1987), 143-159.
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