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ABSTRACT

Jee Yun Kwon

It has not been disappeared a negative image of Islam although it had been 10
years after 9/11 in 2001. The human right of Islam women has been issued and
weighted more this negative image of Islam society. There were issues for an honor
killing, domestic abuse, and discrimination claims of gender. There are no religious
comfort and peace from these social problems. Those recent issues are viewed as
a dogma to be redirected. It is time for us to pay attention to Islam women and
their stories. Because there are different approaches to understand Qur’an about a
view of female between modern Islam feminists and traditionalists, these particular
two groups have a contrast opinion about female. The different views of female
affect their attitudes and behaviors. In the Qur’anic view of female, there are three
approaches to be considered including equality, differentiation, and preservation.
Traditionalists tend to limit the liberty of women by distinguishing and drawing a
line of social roles between men and women. Islam expects certain behaviors and
attitudes from Islam women just because they are women and Islam.

In the end of 2011, Muslim population in Korea was reported approximately
anywhere from 140,000 to 150,000 people including 4,500 Koreans, who were
converted to Islam. Compared to the statistics of the year 2000, it was increased by
30%. This ratio represents that the growing number of Muslim and growth of Islam
religion in Korea. Also, this means that a number of Islam women are increasing in
Korea. There are several ways for Islam women to inflow to Korea including getting
marriage, studying abroad, and influencing religious conversion on the Internet.
The first common type is the marriage of Korean man and Islam woman, vice versa,
Islam man and Korean woman. In Korea, a total of 1,491 Islamic people obtained a

permanent resident status from a total of 99,409 immigrants, which is about 1.5%
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in the end of 2010. Statistically, a number of 3,547 of Muslim obtained the visa for
a common in law partner (F-2 visa). It is approximately 2.7% of a total of 123, 647
married foreigners, who are intending emigrants in Korea. Notably, a 35% of this
group is men and a 65% are women. The second type is studying in abroad. In the
past, there are some cases that Korean women student went to Islam countries to
go to a school and became an Islam religious person. In the end of 2010, there are
a total of 1,182 of foreign Islam women students out of 44,880 of foreign students,
which is approximately 2.6%. The ratio is gradually increased in Korea. These
Islamic women students are informative and knowledgeable. They are certainly able
to contribute to make familiarizing their Islamic cultures and religion to Korean
students. The last common type is religion conversion due to the Internet influence.
'The Internet provides a good place to share information and knowledge of Islam.
Some people use the Internet to confess their belief and love for Allah. It is an easy
and convenient way to establish a unique Islam culture throughout the Internet.

As a result, the Internet provides young people with an opportunity to convert to
Islam.

In Korea, there is no discrimination toward to Islam women at a personal and
social level. They are socially active and involved in various activities with Koreans
regardless of their different backgrounds. However, within a range of Islam religion,
the contract between men and women is clearer with their tradition. Thus, Islam
women in Korea still carry their religious responsibilities. They are faithful and
sincere. Due to the biological difference between man and women, people have
justified that there should be different social roles, which limit and shape different
attitudes and behaviors. By adding religious aspects to this concept, women’s social
roles were more enforceable and adoptable.

It is easy to find lots of assimilation in which Islam women carry their duties and
attitudes as they are just Islam women. In the case of the custom of wearing a Hijab,

many Islamic women wear a Hijab in order to express Islam identification or there
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still is a silent enforcement for them to present an Islamic faithful woman. It could
be a case of Islam women in some European countries. Also, they are raised by
Islamic tradition wearing a Hijab. Although there is the weight of tradition, Islam
women wear a Hijab based on their personal choice freely in Korea. Oftentimes,
many Islam women in Korea do not wear a Hijab because they do not want to cre-
ate heterogeneity and exclusion from their different looks wearing it. They would
like to mingle with other social groups, rather than keeping apart themselves from
the rest of groups.

However, in the case of polygamy, some Islam women in Korea are involved with
Muslim polygamous household. It is surprising when you consider that only 2%
of their population in Islam region maintains this polygamy tradition. Alchough
polygamy is illegal in Korea, it is surprisingly founded some Muslim polygamous
households. To understand this tradition, we could understand Islam women’s
burden and stress. Although there is lots of controversial news regarding to Islam
women, they are viewed as a strong religious group by maintaining their liberty and
human rights steadily. They certainly are looking for a solution within their religion
to overcome any obstacles. It could be considered for Christian as a hidden world of
Islamic women. Currently, lots of breaking new plays a key role to reveal the other
side of these women.

There were many Christian missionary activities and visions for Muslim men or
General Muslim. There was a tremendous concern about Islam women who is in
fear and pain within a range of Islam phobia. Some extreme cases of mistreatment
became issues globally and there are some understandings of their customs and
religious treatment. However, it is good time for us to establish the vision strategi-
cally for Korean Christian Missionary toward Islam women. We could invite them
with unlimited Christian love and comfort them, whom might be neglected and
considered as a minor of the society. Under the strong motive and objective to

deliver God’s love, Korean churches should find various ways to approach those
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Islam women who are trying to settle down in Korea between Islamic and Korean
cultures. Christian Mission can fulfill their specific needs while we pray for them

and try to embrace them with faith.

@ Key Words: Islam women, Muslim women in Korea, polygamy,

Hijab, Gender discrimination
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