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ABSTRACT

AhYoung Kim

More than a half billion women in the world are Muslim. Concentrated in a
broad belt from Senegal to the Philippines, with the largest number on the South
Asian subcontinent, these women may also be found in such countries as Norway,
Papua New Guinea and Korea as well as throughout many communities in the
United States and Canada. Thus they form a worldwide gender community.

Few issues in Islam and Muslim culture have attracted more interest as issues
involving women. For many non-Muslims, the subject of women in Islam is
characterized by the images of deserts and harems, chadors and hijabs, segregation
and subordination. Some Muslims counter that Islam has liberated women, but at
the same time it is true that they often present an ideal (ideal of Muhammad)not
accompanied by the problems and issues encountered in the diversity of the Muslim
experience.

The study of women in Islam and Muslim society is complex, reflection the
diverse and varied realities of Muslim women and Muslim societies throughout ages.
To obtain an apt perspective on Muslim women, one must look at the actual condi-
tion of Muslim women in diverse time periods and sociohistorical contexts and this
study is for that goal.

For that aiming, an overview of the status of women in Pre-Islamic cultures, fol-
lowed by an analysis of the Islamic scripture, Quran that are relate to women and
the manner in which this text - or it’s presumed content - have been interpreted over
the centuries, forms the essential part of this article.

The last of the great monotheisms, Islam distinguishes itself from its predessors,
Judaism and Christianity, by declaring that the Quran is the direct speech of Allah,

communicated in inimitable Arabic through the angel Gabriel to Muhammad, the
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Messenger of Allah to the Arabs and to the world for all eternity. Over fourteen
centuries, the Quran has served as a guide for Muslims in devotion and in life.

This Qu'ran makes unmistakably clear that in the eyes of God women are equal
of men. Eve is not the temptress of Adam but just as disobedient of God’s com-
mands as he. However, in contrast to their relationship with God, the Qu'ran varies
between generalized declarations and specific decrees. These are addressed to the
Prophet and to other males, only rarely to women. A substantial part of the fourth
sura deals with relations between men and women in which the latter are cleary
subordinated to the former.

The Quran makes clear that marriage is the preferred relationship between a
man and a woman and specifies the limits of kinship from which the man may
secure a wife. A verse allows him to have four wives, also commends that he treat
them equally. Divorce by the husband is permitted in the Quran, but it is carefully
circumscribed to ensure the parentage of a child in the womb. For the wife, her
recourse in desiring divorce is limited, should her husband agree, to yielding the
dowry given her at marriage and waiting for three monthly periods before remar-
riage.

As to inheritance, a woman’s share is half that of the equivalent male heir,
although what property she may receive is her own. The half-share concept in
inheritance is reflected in judicial matters as well: a woman’s testimony is valued as
only half that of a man.

Muhammad’s desire to see gender equality in Islam which is shown in the Quran
was compromised by the attacks of opponents on his wives openness, which forced
their seclusion and the covering of free born women in public to distinguish them
from slave.

In the first centuries after Muhammad’s death, the expansion of Islamic territory
brought the Muslim community into contact with societies having well-established

customs of seclusion for elite women. The Muslims conquered the Sassanian impe-
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rial center and the Abbasid dynasty of caliphs soon made it their own, thus inherit-
ing the latter’s legacy of royal custom and prerogatives. Being guarded by eunuchs,
confined to immense palaces, and surrounded by the caliph’s innumerable concu-
bines became models for the new persianate practices of the Muslim empire.

The negative attitudes toward women formed by their impose lifestyle radiated
through out Abbasid society. Contrary to the Quran, women came to be character-
ized as the “weaker sex”. The veil was associated with seclusion. As Fatima Mernissi
aptly writes it, “Sexual segregation divides all social space into male and female
spaces, the women’s space being private and the men’s public, the latter entered by
elite women only on limited occasion. The veil is an expression of the invisibility of
women on the street, the male space par excellence.”

By the way, Muslim women, chronically perceived by non-Muslims as victims,
complain, “Western women are always trying to save Muslim women. We want em-
pathy, not sympathy.” Muslim women are showing a strong desire to solve their own
problems their own way. Many women whom Christians have described as miser-
ably unhappy are in fact happy and content with their lives and would not trade
their lives for a Western woman’s style of life. In fact, they feel sorry for the Western
woman, who they perceive has lost the most precious possessions in life - faith in
God and close family ties. So as we approach to Muslim women with Gospel we
need to keep in mind that they are struggling with these problems not because they

follow Islam but because they are human beings in today’s troubled world like us.

@ Key Words: Muslim Women, Hijab, Polygamy, Jahiliyah
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25l o gE0] QFAL Qli= olFET FYUT olFER FEY oE Al Ikl
ek, ol FEo] THA L Fao] o g5l vha 4= Qli=7go] & Zlolt, o
FUHWCCY| 7= -FE7 ] i} HolE: o] o] g HY e (John V. Taylor)
= F T a7t offaL Ak o) 2] E3t o5 TTES] AR Atolof A 2
£ & 7150152 FEHEC] FRlsks ARlgAIRe Y, 7152, X2 Sl
gk AlsH] E2of Tild T oA, &1 52 T150] JAFA O & Taja AR

T
I duft 715l ARlEe] ofsf = otston 25 Bl tidert=Alel o

o5 B9 TR Mol Z1 51| Fio) HEoke T4 oSl
A G B Q17 R IS Bt Alo] S Nk 24 oS
“150] QA FEIAE 7PALe] BASe] o8] U7lE sk Alolch, Bl o]

2Rt AlEl Aste] @A B Aelal, AEsHA| oloprIsial U= 7hed T1eRt &
Aee siae o= Sl e A7 Zobd = Sl Aol shubdo] 1o I =
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oAl olEthe: T2 ERA 0| AHE 7L A28 ofHeE - 4tstH shud

O] HI2 THA| Sof| Ak AojA|= o2 7h= W2 Z (straight path, sharia)<
Zlop7l= of g 9] F= FHARA Y] T E olE 47t k& Aot

et FUT QYO wAlER ANkl ofof Hsle] Falvt T Ao R A1F

o dEol thgt 243t oJsfiet Atele F5t

o
o1 40004 A RS T ol 122 913 AfulollA] A8 B3 Skl &
¥ 4E

KX

S 3l A} A1A1gH B2 2o} Hlof
20|(ElRoi), ‘Y& RAl=F &2 11
ZFo] o] (A16:13) -] Al o] 542

50. Miriam, Adeney. Daughters of Isiam: Building Bridges with Muslim Women (Downers Grove, IL:
InterVarsity Press, 2002), 21



36 | Torch Trinity Center for Islamic Studies Journal

® REFERENCES CITED

LEOL “0lEEe] KRS, A, 23N, TOIET AfElQ] oY, ME: Et=elZoitietn
T, 2004
.l Ol&3 04, M2 Z=2U|AA, 2006.

CTRAE oM, M2 IX|HEtm STE. 2005.

o
]

iel

to
ro
o

1B

ne

e
ok
rx

Adeney, Miriam, Daughters of Islam. Building Bridges with Muslim Women. Downers
Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2002.

Ahmed, Leila, Women and Gender in Islam. New Haven & London: Yale University Press,
1992.

Bodman, Herbert L., and Nayereh Tohidi eds., Women in Muslim Societies. Diversity With-
in Unity. London: Lynne Rienner Publishers, 1998.

Carey Course in Christian-Muslim Relations, 3rd edition, module two , Middlesex, UK:
Center for Islamic Studies and Muslim-Christian Relations. London Bible College,
2001.

Deen, Hanifa, Caravanserai. Journey Among Australian Muslims. Sydney: Allen & Unwin,
1995.

Haddad., Yvonne Yazbeck and John Esposito, eds., /slam. Gender and Social Change.
New York, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1998.

Love, Fran and Jeleta Eckheart eds., Ministry to Muslim Women: Longing to Call Them
Sisters. Pasadena, CA: William Carey Library, 2000.

Mernissi, Fatima, Beyond the Veil: Male-Female Dynamics in Modern Muslim Society.
Bloomington and Indianapolis: Indiana University Press, 1987.

, The Veil and the Male Elite: A Feminist Interpretation of Women's Rights in
Islam. New York: Basic Books, 1991.
Schimmel, Annemarie, My Soul is a Woman. New York: The Continuum Publishing Com-

pany, 1999.



