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ABSTRACT
The Role of Islam in Egypt’s Political Change

Jeongmin Seo

The Egyptian Revolution was not an ‘expected’ political change, rather a ‘sudden’
one. Influenced by the so-called Jasmine Revolution in Tunisia, the Egyptian people
protested against police brutality, extended state of emergency laws, lack of free elec-
tions and freedom of speech, uncontrollable corruption, high unemployment, food
price inflation, etc. Even a week after continuous large demonstrations, almost all
scholars and journalists did not forecast the downfall of the Mubarak regime, which
had enjoyed a strong grip not only on politics but also on economy.

The change of regime by people in Egypt, which has been regarded the most
powerful political and cultural hub in the Arab world, is considered as a watershed
in the Arab Spring. However, the future of Egypt is not clear. The revolution did
not lead to full regime change. Instead, it has achieved partial change: the military
and the state bureaucracy remain in control and are likely to dictate the terms of
the country’s political transition over the coming months or years. What follows
this transition will depend on whether the forces that staged revolution can remain
united and organized or whether some groups, such as the Muslim Brotherhood,
strike a separate deal with the military. If this were to happen, the secular and youth
movements that were the driving force behind the revolution would be effectively
marginalized.

This paper assumes that the Muslim Brotherhood did not play an leading role
during the revolution because the anti-Mubarak resistance would be characterized
by secularistic and nationalistic movement. Thus, this thesis is also based on the
assumption that the Pan-Arab nationalism and Pan-Islamism would be weakened

and Nation-state nationalism would be in the front. This research hypothesizes that
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Egypt would witness the increasing outspokenness of the Muslim Brotherhood
and in this process the Egyptian society would eventually face a series of social and
religious conflicts.

During the 2011 revolution, the MB purposefully kept a low profile. The recently
established party of the MB, Freedom and Justice Party, has also shown its moderate
path. But this seems to be a political strategy. If the MB have an opportunity in the
future to invest all of their resources into politics, the organization as the country’s
most organized political force, would play a guidance role in drafting and executing

the new constitution and would set the parameters of a new political system.

@ Key Words: Egypt, Civil Revolution, Political Change,

Muslim Brotherhood, Islam, Christianity
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ABSTRACT
Understanding and Spread of Islamic Financing in Korea

Uisup Shim

The pros and cons for the prospects of rapid growth of Islamic finance are under
the discussion in the financial market both in Islamic and non-Islamic world. Korea is
also in the discussion process with social discord to introduce Islamic finance (Sukuk)
for the construction of global financial infrastructure.

‘The Middle East Muslim countries are supplying stably about 90% of oil and gas
which Korea needs and providing about 70% of awards of foreign construction and
plant project contracts.

Even though with the stress the possibility of relation between terrorist fund and
Sukuk and the innocent adverse effect in the debate of pros and cons for the criticism
of Islam missionary work strategy the hypersensitive reaction of specific religion raise
a question about the limit of religious freedom is compatible with the principle of
separation of political matters from economic and religious matters in the realm of
public which relates with a national interests.

At present the domestic introduction of Sukuk bill was reserved Korean govern-
ment and political parties must apply some bypassing policy to utilize and follow the
trend of Islamic finance globalization process as the current trend of international
financial market.

As the policy suggestion the government and political parties must find the better
way to introduce Islamic finance services by providing more advanced domestic fi-
nancial infrastructure, and the business and private sector must build up their reserves
to prepare future business growth momentum by participating the global Islamic
financial services and activities in the international financial market to overcome the

current pros-and-cons debate and to upgrade the national brand and interests.
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ABSTRACT
A Study on the tax exemption of Islam Sukuk bond and on the
response of Christian society

Changnam Ahn

'The tax exemption policy on Islam Sukuk bond is being pushing ahead. It is thought
that the government is pushing ahead with this policy as a part of efforts to overcome
the international financial crisis by using the abundant oil dollars. However, in that
the Sukuk bond is under the review and control of the Sharia Committee which is a
pivot of Islam religion, its character is distinguished from other financial transactions.
Also, the Sukuk bond is mostly being invested on the real property.

Accordingly it is necessary to review the problems which can be caused by the vital-
ization of real property investment before pushing ahead with the tax exemption on
the Sukuk bond. This is because the sharp increase of real property price negatively af-
fects the livelihood of ordinary people. Also, it is thought necessary to study whether
or not there took place a religious conflict in the area where the Islam bond was
introduced from the standpoint of science of religion. To introduce the Skuku bond
in haste under the name of the market economy principle is not desirable. There is no
reason to hurry as Korea is not a country which lacks the foreign currency.

As the tax exemption policy on the Skuku bond discriminates foreign capital from
domestic capital, it should be applied to only very exceptional cases in terms of tax.
What is more, the Skuku bond is an investment on real property and thus it is nec-
essary to perform an in-depth review on the appropriateness of tax exemption. The
more drastic measure is to eliminate a tax exemption on all foreign capital. Regardless
of whether it’s foreign or Islamic, tax must be imposed as long as it is used in Korea.

Meanwhile, it is necessary to react coolly and logically to the response of the Chris-
tian society. Since the Christian society is a part of taxpayer group, it could set forth

a counterargument on the appropriateness of tax exemption. Relying upon only the
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political approach could be an object of cynical smile and criticism.

Thus, there is a necessity to utilize a tax specialist who has a Christian idea rather
than directly reacting to the response of Christian society. And the most important
thing is to study the social, religious and educational problems which can be caused

by the introduction of the Islam Skuku bond and then take a necessary measure.

® Key words: Islam Skuku Bond, Sharia Committee,

Real Property Investment, Discriminative Taxation, Religious Conflict
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1. RallM, FOIERI0| Cotm T (MS: SEETAL 2003). pp. 20-21.
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S5 Bl 24A A7 0% 20417] 2 Sk El7]e] Bkt ab 47

2. RLAERZ|0L| H|YILIE HFstzl= TIRA 2 st 2fAlotet= 3| oA 25 THSICE. Bernard
Lewis, What Went Wrong? The Clash Between Islam and Modernity in the Middle East (New York:
Perennial, 2003), p. 6.



98 | Torch Trinity Center for Islamic Studies Journal

=7H=0] ARl SAE A2 oleH AlEle 53] ofek= 3l
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= ARFRISATE 2 o] AT A=Y AR 5ol A2 X A Aol =7t HEE Aot
7] wliZolot, =3t Ig AFdofA = At 7| =al 571 ARl F 2] ofli= gho] W54
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Ao M= 70 2 @Y £32 QIR 55 =7He] A4, BAIA AlE 5711 <3

Fe A= S oAl Al Aol SEMA olgH AlYde Heslal i

r°1‘

3. ZAMXY, “0|REQ| FAIR| SHDT} 0|&2Q| H3}” http: / /www.dongsanch.com/xe/?module=ducument
&act=dispDocumentPrint&document, 2011H 9% 19 &,
4. lbid.
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HIE S35kt 483 aHloly«= ofokEeHAyatollah)2he 2li-& Y. om Fofgt
Pl olthS AAT HElF=o) oleH =7k Jsk=t AEdtt. THlolu= &
5] Atk ofo] 95224 A (94 AlSt=)2 AzshiA] ofe] Ao r At =7HE
8] ul=g), AREFE], 7=l 52 ARSI ol AR A 1A Ye|ojabEel o]
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7FE]IAL o] Al7]ofl 7|2l Al A SIS =i Auakse FHEsAL ¢
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314 =Qlek. eapf Bl 2hdl(Osama Bin Laden)S AlAIEGAE AES A23=
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QR ] O] QIZFE e At oEL7 Y 28 oS A C = FATA e
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A Wk A5 A|m=AREe] EESEAL ASJskA HA; R AEA] delaols g5t

l:'i

5. 4GSt TEAERHE A2 MZARE (MS: SAStREEE, 2009). p. 306.

6. “M4xt A" 02t 80 0|= FRI& w4l EefAZE| 2sHA HMREIACH FE, Christopher
Brassford, “War of Words Brews Over ‘World War IV'", The Korea Herald, Friday, January 17,
2002: p. 7.
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£ o8] =2 = ik, ey A3 gl Gol7kaL Jltkal Bk o ’ish 7t
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214171 27100 AIAI] §ig} Siee o] WepRHA o552 ksl ol&#H
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th, 1 47HA] 7]1%5-& G4 7I%s(maintenance function), ZAEA] 7]%5(goal at-
tainment function), B4 7|s(integration function), =54 7]'5(moral

function)o|t}.” L5 o] 755l FFE F= TSR &89 Hepr} dofjutal

7. 01ZE}, "ME[EE HZ, (ME: -IEAL 1981). pp. 290-291.
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et Eo)0E Gol= HHAIAISE Heo 2 AAIE dRishe T/ YehiA H
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A =8 A et BA 27 7= s, S A the e Ssh
A AIAREe] HgE vt} 7Rl Q7| st A A 9S FHOR A=
AfAkEo] dfgh HAES 7sksl7] $l8te] OPEC (Organization of Petroleum
Exporting Countries)& T-JsliA AARE] 3 & @5k |% skaiet. HAt Al
Aok vt 2|92 BA| &5 S 2ok ke s e 7haL Qlrk, s
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SHS AT A AR @/JollA v A2 P Fohe A 213 (Fr 2
ZJof] QAeaL 7| =] A= A oA o A A (F:H) T she] e 1

9. z[5t2, Fol&&e| MA|, (ME: KUIS Press, 2010), pp. 274-288.

10. Bemjamin Barber, Jihad versus The McWorld (New York: Random House, 1995), p. 195 ff.

11. 4G, “SithAtSlolA] 01&8 ‘CrelMm)" S&l| 26t &, Muslim-Christian Encounter, \ol. 3 No.
1 (2010, April): p. 66.
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ABSTRACT
Muslim Missions in the Changing Global Environment

Tim Hyunmo Lee

The whole world seems to be in the grip of Islamic fever. Islamic fever has a strong
influence on the global missionary environment. The purpose of this article is to anal-
yse the changing global environments and predict the future of Muslim missions.

Within the last 70 years after the independence, Islam countries had changed from
the nationalistic Islam and secularized Islam to the anti-West fundamental Islam.
However, since 9/11 attack, anti-West fundamental Islam slowly decayed. Many other
elements are affected in this process of decadence. Those are as follows; globalization.
global immigration, development of IT, and digital technology, mass media in the
Middle East, and diverse approaches of Muslim missions. Recently Jasmine revolu-
tion and demands of democracy in the North Africa and Middle East are emerging
as a powerful variable.

Currently, globalization no longer propels Islam to the anti-West Jihad movement
as previously predicted . Rather Islam gained its growth by utilizing the waves of
globalization and the oil exporting Islam countries become one of centers of global-
ization. This trend creates a difficult environment for majority of Islam countries to
continue to hold an anti-Westernism. Global immigration also provides significant af-
fect to the change of Islam. Immigration sometimes opens door to the Islamic dawah.
Muslim immigrants showed two different responses in the new countries; assimilating
themselves to the culture of surrounding people or organizing isolated Islam commu-
nities in the new countries. Church should do her best to provide a good environment
for them not to be isolated. Development of IT, Digital technology, and mass media
provides a positive environment for the Muslim missions as much as Christian mis-
sion endeavors. Even though western cultural influence offers partially negative im-

pressions to the muslims, it gradually spreads Christian values to the Islamic society.
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Pro-democracy movements in the North Africa and the Middle East stand at the
crossroads whether secular elements of the movements could overcome religious el-
ements. The researcher predicts that the results would come up as the mixture of
two elements. Fundamentalists would acquire their shares, but their shares could not
undo the decadence of anti-west fundamentalism of Islam. Rather there is a possibil-
ity that the results would accelerate the process of decadence. As a conclusion, the
changing global environments work as drives to change anti-west fundamentalism
to liberal Islam or mild Islam. Those would provide positive environments for the

Muslim missions.

@ Key Words: Islam, Missionary Environment, Muslim Missions,

Jasmine Revolution
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1. SYE2 XMAo| =22 &t Aot I 19| 2 The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World
Order (1996)01IM “0l&E M7= D2 S 2ZMS 21 Qo™ ("Muslims bloody borders” )= XHA12] 745H
£ SEHlsle 2712 CE M ZRIERIe| 2K ")\fﬂil HATE AZ3UCt. 1993-94 Atolof] HASH OIS &
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A SOt 2HMSH M2 CHE 2% SE2 0I5t 23 172 (Ruth Leger Sivard) S. cf. Samuel P. Huntington,

1996. The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order (New York: A Touchstone Book),
pp.256-57.
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3. M0l 2011, “BSUFS AN mgsnl, e-Furasia. Vol 30. pp. 3-4.
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4. O[3t “XjADl SHO| BIFE BZAS HR2tEM,” MET_Mission. hitp://koreairanianchurch.net/
(2011.3.28).
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20049¥ &35 Sam Harris®] 2 The End of Faith: Religion, Terror, and
the Future of Reason®|| WF2H Z-5-9] it} Wl550] oj43] ol&d 52
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Yes (%) | No (%) DK/ Yes (% | No (%) DK/
Refused (%) Refused (%)

Lebanon 73 21 6 Ivory Coast 56 a4 0

Nigeria a7 45 8 Bangladesh a4 37 19
Jordan 43 48 8 Pakistan 33 43 23

Mali 32 57 11 Ghana 30 57 12
Uganda 29 63 8 Senegal 29 69 3

Indonesia 27 70 3 Turkey 13 73 14
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5. sll2lA= o] MojlA “OlEE £55 ISt XHAZZ"ofl St MEXAL ZutE Q1E5ICt 0] RAKE20024, 12

7H olER=7 10l A1 QU= 38,000F2| £&

6. Sam Harris, 2004. The End of Faith: Religion, Terror, and the Future of Reason (New York: W.W.

Norton & Company), pp. 124-25.
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8. "But when the forbidden months are past, then fight and slay the Pagans wherever ye find them,
and seize them, beleaguer them, and lie in wait for them in every stratagem (of war); but if they
repent, and establish regular prayers and practise regular charity, then open the way for them: for
God is Oft-forgiving, Most Merciful.” (112t 9% 53, Qur'an translated by Yusuf Ali Abdullah)
9. 22 Harris2 12| £ 28X 2202 E%X| UUCH J= 052 X|2I1S0l| 2fal 2tof Chet MishAls
A5t 0152 LHRQ| 7HS{0] O|RIFICHH, Huntington0| F&foh= O|&2 T M0 EHEES| 7TIsM8E &Y
QUCHD HQICE “0l&E2 1 2HALS| (civil society: XAL] Folof| 2H E20| Fa{E Ql0| XIS HzHEt
2 = Ab2))2t B &S 4 U717 £2 RER0| ECIH, ZA, ZHA &g 2 otz o2 —E%leoil
2 U712 Lz o] ZZ0f| chsh 'oh| 2t Bt 8ol gict, gt
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11. Lawrence Davidson, 2003. /siamic Fundamentalism. An Introduction. Revised and Updated Edli-

tion. (Westport: Greenwood Press), p.3.
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2 7k e m dlejelEate) ey 5 Higo) w9t

12. 0|52 ZEFO|= 2 E JX| FHIE ZKSICH 1. 222 M7=, 0152 220l mLE M7 | SO HX|X,
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S a0 HR|ME0| 22 MAS Sl thE2| XIX|E L=t Hulshetct. 19973 58 MH0flM= 83%2 &
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7, SBMAHNME S Zate EHFUCH S| TAMIRIT2| 40%0] shEsk= (1996 71F) 15A OlsH &
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lution a failure: Mir Hussein Mousavi,” The Australian. (February 04, 2010); Hamid Dabashi, “The
End of Islamic Ideology - Iran,” New School for Social Research, from the website of http: //www.
findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_m2267 /is_2_67/ai_63787340 ; Chris Cutrone, “The Failure of the
Islamic Revolution: the nature of the present crisis in Iran,” The Platypus. (Feb.15, 2010), from the
website of http://newyork.platypus1917.org/the-failure-of-the-islamic-revolution/ ; Hamidreza
Jalaeipour, 2006. “Iran’s Islamic Revolution: Achievements and Failures,” Critique: Critical Midadle
Eastern Studies, 15(3), pp. 207-15.
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Joseph S. Nye Jr. <= 2| 552 &4 Hgke] a4 Q1S A8 =8
HollA AR, L FU A2 o] HE FrgollA 9] AA 59t & AHH ES

EARIA(SNS)E Foto] Hl52] A ol Fofio] AH E olFof Wlrh= Ho
2} Rttt S5 NSl §E F -S4 FAla Auste] 24135 Nye, Jr i
o A2 A5 0] Qlo] HRltt, Ti= 2 22 A0 A [HH o vlef] (The Future
of Power | 2011)°l4 “'t)54 1}+9]” (Diffusion Power - 4&42] A2 Eof =
wo] QlEl Helo] g4l = Qs Ut tholA| 24 Ytk oD E A
=] 1 FsollA] 2 HoIRA| AL Q= Ak o] Hrd w9 @S 7P A Hojs
AR =R, 250t S8 w7 SIS A o el HAA ok
O AN A2} FEA] Fal HH Qo= AE] of 2|7} Jlvkar o AR, SEA|v

-
—

N

-

14. O|tH N|7|0]| 5= HiEko| HEAHS} (power shift) 7} RISHE| 11 QICH, FEEA0| St HEEAH FHE0|S(power tran-

sition)2 HAFH7E M2 MESZ 0|Sshe A2 Ak & Qloigtd Siaolct J2iLt R power

diffusion)2 M2 SiMoIct 25 7HY SXME! HEXRIE Ho| gale Fe YE5ES SHE + elch

H=o| Z7H0] El= HET ES0/ XREA E5(0] Urts Lo|ct Y 227 E5 UFs SHIM 2

= HieEZ0[, oiITolli= E01M &le| ZTo| 27551 tiES0| 245 HE 3RE =

MBS Sof, X FAQ Zx7t & eZtofl =HIZQl ?;HEMPP 2 2 UCh JHQI EE= i THRIS0| ZAIA| FXI
o "‘E 4= Qe Zo| g2l Zo|ct, Cf. Joseph S. Nye, Jr. 2011. The Future of Power, (New York:
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ESJE, Hlo|Aai Fo2 thatsls QEul ARSA UE2 SAR-S TetAl7]a T
=2 5l A 02 Bedh 4= QI itk Nye Jr, 1= o] Hard 2h9] T4

olopt= O]Hd%-% RIF=e} &g o] 71 P%%%‘O]E}E Sacriny
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Uk AR e 0215 oo i, 14 51 A Al 4 5
Aaem o iR ot Aol EHEOVIT B 98 R

o] AR =S 7P7ﬂ —4”1@—’?— ‘211‘/} SHH, H‘%Xl@r O|HE g2 ol
o] Alg} L% (mentality)E HHLo] 9kt ko & o whe AJ7to] H Q3L o

W A|RlEo] 35 TsUA AR AXH 27HE BE Aloleks dgolth, thE of
5

541k A4 ) A S Alule] o WA pFshths di 9]
TR el TRk iUk AR I o] W 5 Rt el 184 e
sgol o sldeha Fgic), maks e U] oAl wE &
929 Aol 0 7 A WESE Pel= 3t Ak W olQlt) . 2l SE0] wlFs}
e 7 WMol Al R AEAQ| o]Lek A|ATo) 7|25 25 AR] AFS] 20|
gt = o= ofsE = 9lrt, HEE X Ask= FEH
Zho] w3 Gl MR A9IFIA A o Ao EA5
Foke FESHE o5 B Thz ol Aol elsl] Sle) tmele) £ ofgrel

SESORE
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1\‘

NECE
BSIE0)A o] AL] S 913l L WS AR, A2 Hape] 22 i 9]
[e]

7ol oqo] Hskar Qlek, o] ZHE ARl FE® AARIEE] ko] AN e vl
3} 5] wAFo] Hrfar At
Algjo} o]&F x}¢] Muhammad Shahrur?] Aldl= 1 th32]el gt o7} 2 4=

Qlt}h. Shahrurs AHAlo] & M Al-Kitab wa-" | -Qur'an (The Book and the
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Qurian, 1992)& B3, 25 olelo] tfglEls eHel ek o) 7k
S}, s BT Ho u] g5 e, FaAEAHEe] ofs) S
2 ujgich, T EUTA oA ofis T ko] 2|78 S OR B1 ek
= 5ol o]oj2 A IE 4= Il PRI a7k ek siae, oo 4 Alst
Apgo] Al9Ee S-S ) ol 4= gicka ATk, et o] A7 912
19131 SJebel o] Abo] ohLIRlEl 2R, TRk B4 o] 4 sk Al
1o Alsato] shbHe] S8 uh ojsfshs £t doleh 3 oa] Apalo] ok,
Shahrur<, Shbo] Qltel A Rofal & A4S Abgs1o] it ke ajar 4=

o
12

-

P

%
2o

ﬂlPﬂ

1

of

QIekT et RG] Sehe B, FHAmAL} ol Yol ool BT 5
B uskgolE B3k, 1 o] B F5 210fo] 4 1 o] Tef LZhe Aol

L L

.7 T 751 A|2Q1E0] Shahrurd] 2 F8l 718 291 AR WolE3laL
=] T Ao
=

FS Aot HER o]t o] F5 ol&H AkSl ] wiste] AME Ev7t =1L Qe
=g g AlojFa glet 16

Th2 3Lk= Dale F. Eickelman 24~2] H-4J0]t}, Eickelman 2= 19904
o T EIRIFA IS 5ol F5 ol&H A7 o] A9 ol&wt U E Bl
Hrpu|gAo] 1 FefHQl BES WASk= 2-e of&H AlARS A3t 4= 92
B30 9lrt, Eickelman 34 0|43 AR Wsto] 8 @ 219) shUtR 5
o] Fakat A RFAl 7]40] Sfof] ozt F&7 tiF] A Mt 7Fsdo] okl A
53 9Me}, 19509t SRigh titks S o1& =72, 19602t 70 o]

=

J10]| Eithsh= OlEE SIS0l Qlah A8t 193 0]42], Shahrur2 HITGh= 20| SEEA /o) 32
%EH_—Er [ANS0| UHE7|=FICH OS2 XI=XIS HRE 0| Mo| RS2 HHRICH LR 0|52 SiXlE2
JE MX|XH R Follioz HFo| M<ad Fict,

16. Shahrur2 F2H0] Al| ANS F2 2%t MUS SF6HX| §4=Ct. 2Lt O M2 siilsh= 2EE2S
| sf{Afo|2tm FRFBHCH Ftof Chet o1 shMe AX HR|2 Hrhste|ofAl= QHEICt. FE0E XHUC| AIA| 5f
SunnahLt, O|&2 H2 7785 01&8 Haixt, MalxiEe FEE 41X Hel2 HFS=|o|M= et it Shahrur
= Aol 0|5 2= 0|52 e URsk= A2 2| YR|AUHS ARSH XIS2| 0|HS BTE #o|H, “0E2 AA
o HAHAl= Heis YEotn ko] ol S 0|8sls S22 SRR 7ISAH QU 2t FHSIC) Cf.
Andreas Christmann, ed. 2009. The Qur'an. morality and critical reason. the essential Muhammad
Shahrur (Leiden: Brill), p.395
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AotEEA F7PPAS 919t 180) Sl 343) Aselela, 1 Aat gl
23] Yol a HERE-L vk 219 471 7|5Fg4H 0 2 Bl 7 e wg
HEE )20 B4 5 0] Bob WA FEYSS o B ARE FE 4 9 5
oIk, S A2 R B4 H O Q1) Py thEE] AR /A A1

>

f

Els
O2 FobATt. IEYl, Hlojaolu EQE, T18]al SRRt 2 STV RS
oe 59, T HFe2 =AMLt FEH AR A, T Yo olgH AIY
Aol thsl] 2ot thefet e S ol EAE Al EUAL, s Aol o
e 2L o & TRt 714 o8 AR A E AL Qlnt,

N

) ojat Fheiole| iaret 8
ol THEolo] Tk T o)k Shikel L, AMEA SR ols) Qv of
Z0] A3 Hto] GolsAITA] o] & A kel et e WSl TS
T 9I}, Hz ol ARSI mjehel et A Lo ol EFe] Aol of
£ ARE] A|AIQES Afolofl AR Qliz Hlo] 7L ARl Afelieh & 4= gl

1719563 THARLH S25t Z270| 42, 19573 13,000H2| F&tw ZHMT0| ZAH3HCLH992E &
Aol 2™ 1 = 1502tHo 2 F7KICE. 1965 20HHO0 B thEH = 1992 24THHO 2 SO0jiCt. 25t
9| A<= O SFo|Ch, 1975-76E0] HEX[22H2| et 20| EXHICLE 1987-88E0l= 13500822 =
O, 1996-97H0ll= CHA| 76,5008 22 S715IRCY. cf..Dale F. Eickelman, Jan. 2000. “The Coming
Transformation in the Muslim World,” Current History. pp.17-18.

18. 2008 MIE! Critical Thinkers for Islamic Reform at Oxford University 2t= 152 0l&2 7§sjo2t
FHZE R AMHAS JHZISt UCE. ThSiFOIMO REE! SIXIE0| ek&3(0|Rl o] =0l ths 252 2
1} Z0] 2R XIS MHELT RUCt “The conference will be held at Oxford University in June 11-13. The
participants are individuals who agree on the imperative of a drastic reformation in the Muslim world.
Though each of us are independent thinkers, we are all in agreement regarding the urgency of re-
forming our theology, attitude, action and our organizational strategies to further align ourselves to
the Quran interpreted in light of reason. We have successfully organized a conference in Atlanta,
USA in 2008 where thinkers and scholars from both the East and West came together in an effort
towards instigating a reform to promote monotheism, peace, justice, progress, critical thinking, and
freedom in the Muslim world. The conferences have multiple objectives. Among these are: Facilitate
opportunity for reformist Muslim leaders to meet each other personally and exchange ideas. ="
http: / /www.islamicreform.org/ (Aug 31, 2011).
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= olsH MR AMERS 8 ARE FEE A4S AlelollA =2Eo] &
gl Aol i ole® GAE oA ol NS FolE 4Rt 3= Sayyid Ja-
mal al-Din al-Afghanig} & = It} 1 = o] &5 T o] Al g0l vlal F14
AAE =53V oM oled F20S (reformation)©] B R8Tl =43
= A AR 2= O]-rl 4= A 22 Martin Luther - Zu7) g
Ao 7151 FANE S A7) dhizol2al k. Luther7} 541 7RE39] -l
A E=AF S FUWANTFEE o AL A= FoP 7|51l G JEHE A
Y, olEHE FUA AL WS S5l A A BEES o=l
&2 BloTd Ao jlthar -r-”ﬁ‘:} T et S Qg sto] oj&H
o5 SESL YRZHE N EE offlviof ghe =3l

DIOFLEFTI7E "RIOFOISRI0| GAI0| UZRICHZEH, of PSS 01X Ut ol =0

QU= QUK i E=CiH, L= 01| iR Zo|ck "220| e FE202 ARitiH. 1

In

= = APV S SHEES QVERIE HIZ 1 ool MElof XIZ= HEXUS ZUct 2Lt
SiRiel SHel= AEHoll TiEA| E olRoll CisiM=. TX| ChS 2t TE2 HoliaL ot A2

LM ARIS0] M LIFC| A U | Toll= XSl AEHE HSIAIZ K| OtL[SIAIRI2E

&

(F2H13:11)0

Al-Afghanie AXE FUA=AREC] S48 ARt ti5o] fiet sfade w3t 2
olopIR ol&H £ F&] AHEC|lRAL 43, M. Luther7} SaAEARS
S AN B d2] FHE YRt Al 715aE skl B ArE LRt
ol 22 E AAY ola® ARl 7|5aLe] Fale o] FrlE 2 8sfoF o

Tl g5

19. Al-Afghani= 1838 0[2t0l|lA 45t RE2 SIXt W SSITIEAM 19M7| 2, M7 Lol M MTE =
Sal7| fleiMe= 01&E THSRE0| ZHestttn F43 .A. Zaki Badawi, 1976. The Reformers of Egypt.
(London: Croom Helm).

20. Sayyid Jamal al-Din Al-Afghani, 1968. “The Evils of the Neicheris and Virtues of Religion,” in
Nikki R. Keddie, 1968. An Islamic Response to Imperialism. Political and Religious Writings of Sayyid

3o
o
=

Jamal al-Din “al-Afghani” (Berkeley: University of California Press), p.173.
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20M17] 34kt 24 ol&s A} 5 St ARl Fazlur Rahman 9A] o1&
w50 AE ZAIE, ol&H TEFTF AR AlET=2] FatollA Fhe ke v
2, ol&7 UiFe] —E‘Xﬂoﬂ/\ﬂ =t T ole O AR AR AR S
Al&=2] aol a7 BT A1 13-4A171 58 ofu] AlRbE|lrkar A &gtkct, Z1A
QJF7} obd ol&d o] wAISIEE. ol Al Alstoll theh AUkl 7=
of Ha} wsto) gel4] B2 vhrlAIZlaL, 4l8te] A te] A Aol
Tl oFBhAIFATE, T 3E7HA] | et Slto]] gt il oFSRAIY] 881, ulE
it let, S Ao ehede FAteh L P o = A Ao A Alde 7
2P}, o= gelA] et A5 oRAIFIEE F. Rahman ol&# 89 78
BliA= ol&= AN YA st A7} Sl oof Rithal 4RIt T=ol&
& HeAE2] HEol sl vlEA oft}, HEtEe] A5 et A9HE vHIAR
TR 1] wizole}, AlstbEe] 284 Aol =452 o{41s] 9
A 075 x| whioll ek AXQL st S A = Qi e E=E o]
g0] Foks SHIE et A4-E Qivt a4
Fshcy 21

F. Rahman-‘ﬂ e A ol Aol A ol v S
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\:1 rul)

TS AR o|&uel HEL AR S Ao L SIAEAE AA Tt
Fo] oh 2k A1) A Frhe] k=] Qholl 2% 4 4 918 wh vl k) 47
% ik ek, 5 ol falaelel sialo] of7lo] Slct.

UAE] 29| F&d SRR ZgA A2 RL ﬁHfﬂ' W2 33 Arabica:

S
S
S
N
~
Q
D\%
>
Q¥
ISy
Q
©
S
S
—~
@
&
S
~,
Q°
R
S
%
[95)
r )
>4
b
HU
0
)
=

31 )= Muhammed

21. F. Rahman2 Oi7 |AEOIN St
versity of Chicago OflAf w42 7}275
£ EFolel Z26t X[R0| =1 UCt
AP HE0| He{UE A2 OfshBiCt T

AHSE | F7EX] Islamic Thought at the Uni-
St MAIRH=], Rahman?] 12t silAfste 0|

0|&2f SiXtZ 19884
. MEE %
HEHO| MO AN AXZEMEE SHA 2|

I M2 Rt 8
a2t HNE Y
27| y

G20, TRE2 A AAl2t AV 8, S| ABHR0 T3t o]
35 SaflAl SHAIEIOf0F BiCH. “TRIS Saf A 0lSY Yt PRS2 MP7| Slelk, T2l £ wael 250]
FRIEIO{OF BICF. R, T2 AAIZE FOIR! TAA SAP HHS Tiotsh 1 48 Zh2d| MEE Qpiswst A
| ZNlo] HBRIQ! 712 30| SUAPIK| P HiCk, FHNE, 012 2BE M| BB 12AS Siifo] M8

ol 3 EMst It Mz=2 MEAIZICE.” Cf. Fazlur Rahman, 1982. /slami and Modernity: Transformation
of an Intellectual Tradlition(Chicago: The University of Chicago Press), p, 20.
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Arkoun®| F42 25 ol W o] MEFof A A4 l5e] WS 2 ol

SOl BHES 7181 247 AMRISS, B, HEX 0|2RiZolxie} HFSOIe ] HXIX|
SIS0l OfoH M4 I 0122 (dogmatic Islam 0] Alioll SIEOHE Z{0[2km giect, 2%
= 0[25212 RIPHEI010F Sl 042 YOI mBAIQ| THEEF 0KzoR HRIElofo} Bict. Zx]

M 722 ZYE 0ISE2 0[0| P2tk MX[XIol| 6l 7I=XT! =20 |1 AEH

ro

| Ol=EolM

M. Arkoun & Hgt 84| 0] Aj=&- o] Hasirtal ZFx3ich, g2l A9
(exegesis) T4 &t A= A8 hermeneutics) F412] dtE Agk=|ojof
st o]&d T B2 Algto] ol AekA] Wi 2o ZFzE|ojof jitt, oo =
Q] A" (unthought) = “=2] 7} (unthinkable) 2}l #5737 o|&% 8t
Ao} A=A A G0l d FAES, AsHA Gut FEE AARISA =
OJ= 9fal 7R E]ojoF gttt o] & 5l ol&T Alstol] oJgt UFJ A FAI7E AIAE]
ofok sl AE7RIAH FaEd ol&HAE, Alstol thet AG-FaL HlH2A0] &
0| HAE ofoR ghrpal Tt AA|R o] e TR AollM BEshe e
& SHEol| =3t 7o) ohet ol ogh & S5 ol vtk eAkE, Wiss}
5 AweAbEol| ol L AL Qlk= Ho] s

o]zt &zl AbdolKarim Soroush FAE o1& NEFE X A|eH= F40
2 de] deA ok, Soroush GA] FEES BIRSE o] &7 A alAo] Agr FiA
LAt sl S El dekS Fgstal YRt RS AEA e a4 9l

ofof ghe}a Fagiet 2

22. Nasr Abu Zayd, 2006. Reformation of Islamic Thought: A Critical Historical Analysis ( Amster—
dam: Amsterdam University Press), p. 83.

23. Mahmoud Sadri and Ahmad Sadri, eds. 2000. Reason, Freedom, & Democracy in Islam. Essen-
tial Writings of “Abdolkarim Soroush. (Oxford: Oxford University Press).
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24, H|sl2t mS st w40[Xt 0[2te| RISt 2SS 0|1 X=X F2| & A2l Hashem Aghajaril 42
S8 ZWHEC| YHS AE 4 ULt UFS ARIE T8t §o|2 0[ZPYR0]| ofs HMIZE J=, 0I5

0| ZnHYFORS2| S22 2E HO{LIoF STt FESIC 12| 0| a2, SHIES Phof UM B
X|=Xte| Bt HRoHK| Q4th= AO|Ch ALiotH SWX|=XIS2 0ISHE AMIS2| HHo| =12 HE517|
Z0Ick “95”8, 1 o= mHECHE Shari'ati A1440] A5t 0152 FHUE 0I5% Z2EHAEE (Islamic
ZUX|EXSE 0|52 0|E2E OIZHE ettt OS2 Q1o 2
[HotCi2 Mo=2 Lhs |, CiE © (5 31 $|—’F |of] gtchah=)ofl Chah
LM ARS 2| Eoll S017H RS ZEstr ZS Ttet F017 |7t
0] QI#uk= 25t ZWQI7E?” f. Thomas Friedman,”An Islamic
Dec.4.2002). http://www.nytimes.com/2002/12/04/opinion/
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Reformation?” The New York Times
an-islamic-reformation.html?src=pm

25.Syed Farid Alatas, 2007. “Contemporary Muslim Revival: The Case of ‘Protestant Islam’.” The
Muslim World. 97(July), p. 514.
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o S Wt Zlojch 2 15 Tie] AN ARt 1
ANIE SABRE Alshe Fstch, B ATkt AX] 44|9] o] wash) Ho]
911 o] o] o3 AFe1e] B TS TSI QUek A Hakeh, At 7

SHS0| 7|0 Ao R AMEA| k] AN E AR SiAslaL 218
L

4. OIS SH=2| th+

Te|2ERel WA oleHTHA shkse] AdA 5 3k AR}l Sheikh Hassan
Yousef & oF== F|t o&HolA 7| =uL= 7iER Mosab Hassan Yousefi=, @
o Ab2le] mimlTo] | 53] ¢lEjulo] o]&o AlS] 9] Fl2olE Alale] Aulet FRk
I3 QLo o]= o] &HC| FHE7HA| o]of A 4= qlttar AR

Xt 14008 S FERIS| 0122 7IR=EUTE B2 O[M| O Ol EXHSIKIL=L. Olsg XI=

XSS PSSO 01aZ0] 3/9/2 2 20| F2i9 2 A SOt 15 FHo ZuH HS
26.01&8 7151 0|E X[&5k= The Monotheist Group0| 22 HHOZ L2 T2t (HHTH2 S0|22 Al
EE 35D QICt o =

= | FRAE 7 A2 ERE HD SUHOR ANE ShSIES A1 21 OIF Pl 71
ol ZBt=|of AT T4/ A BES H7sh R 0] F2 MZ0M 2S2 0] HHAQ| =XIZ ofzliet 20| &
1 Itk “The Qur'an: A Monotheist Translation is the result of a group effort by people who do not
belong to any denomination, and, for the first time in many centuries, are simply proud to call them-
selves “Muslims,” submitting to God alone. (£2F) Also, while many translators have been sincere in
their rendering of the Arabic meaning of the words, they have been unable to refrain from adding
comments in the form of “parenthesis”within the text of the translation or in the form of footnotes and
appendices to reflect their views on certain verses or the views of the denomination they adhere to.
The Qur'an: A Monotheist Translation is unique in the fact that it uses neither footnotes nor com-
ments letting the text speak for itself and delivering to the reader a rendition of the pure message of
the Qur’an which is in itself a ‘fully detailed’ Book.” Edip Yuksel, Layth Saleh al-Shaiban and Martha
Schulte-Nafeh, 2011. The Qur’an: A Monotheist Translation (Brainbow Press), p. i. http:/ /www.free-
minds.org/sites/default/files/quran.pdf (Aug. 31, 2011)



Muslim-Christian Encounter | 143

Of Migk=UCt. of B 2oM RE-E2 T

9

OEZ0| FARUX| 22X 2def XL Rt K=
S22 "FEES2 RRIQ| Lol thsl 01 HEE shMi= OF EICk 11 sl AT 2Lt M
Of HIHRACT. FEES0IA S/ AZICH. ST 0|CI0fS0|Ct Miedat HEAZ|7| {6l OFHA|
THEE AP | Loll 7MHECD ik 2 E2 AP | Holl U= HRES 21 2 MdE TH T
o FHHE et 4 U0} QI Sl o HE0= Ci7 k2 4= QU =IUC RSS2 ol=2iol
CHaH, EXSwol| tholl AEFE7| 226k 1 B Aot LI 4 Ut O] Midoll= Ol&R! 212 Crd
oF EES0| USE 2 =L = 253 SO RS AR, OFEME 0 H3te] Zi2is 21

St & oot

Mosab Hassan Yousefi= FoxNews 2} a§¢t QIE}HollA] o]&s AlAl= W4
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ABSTRACT
The Islamic World in Transition: A Christian View

Steve Yim

The Muslim world is under transition with its rapid globalization and seculariza-
tion. And the change is understood as a significant movement for the future of the
globalized world. The movement of the Muslim world closely observed since Samuel
Huntington’s paper of “The clash of civilizations?”which insisted that the Muslim
world would be a threat for the global peaceful coexistence. And the 9.11 seemed to
confirm the message as the truth. Recently there were the revolutionary democratic
movements in the Middle East and many intellectuals analyzed its meaning towards
the future of the Muslim world. “What kind of future will be appeared on the scene

after the changes in the Muslim world today?” is one of the crucial questions.

The evangelization of the Muslim world is the most urgent task for Christian
missions. So having a correct understanding on Islam and the Muslim societies is
important. In the past the Christian understanding of the Muslim world was more
focused on Islamic theology and its Fundamentalistic ideology. It is true that Islamic
fundamentalism is one of the key factors in forming the Muslim world today. But it
is not the only way to understand it. There are thousands of Muslim intellectuals who
are involving in rational discussions on Islamic faith and civilization. They insist the
Muslim world needs to be promoted the reformation of Islam. To evangelize Muslim
minds, understanding both aspects is necessary.

The view of Islamic reformation has a long history, but it was limited among Mus-
lim intellectuals because of the low literacy rate and authoritative culture of the Mus-
lim societies. In 20thcentury with independence of Islamic countries and the rapid
expansion of public education and the revolution of media and transportation, the

Muslim world was under tremendous changes. And this extended the influence of
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Muslim intellectuals and stimulated the rational discussions among ordinary Muslim
people. The ideas of Islamic reformation are getting more influences on the Muslim
minds.

To have a correct understanding on Islamic world and the Muslim minds, we need
to consider the Islamic views of reformation alongside with the orthodox Islamist
theology and Islamic fundamentalism. When we have the balanced understanding
on Islamic civilization, the Christian missions can build more appropriate approaches

towards the Muslim world.

@ Keywords: globalization, Islamophobia, Diffusion Power,

Islamization of knowledge, Islamic Reformation
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A Study on the Early History of
Muslim-Christian Encounter

Ahyoung Kim.*

1. INTRODUCTION
I1. THE BIRTH OF ISLAM AND MUHAMMAD’S CONTACTS WITH

CHRISTIANS
Il. MUHAMMAD’S ENCOUNTERS WITH CHRISTIANS
IV. THE FIRST AGE OF CHRISTIAN-MUSLIM INTERACTION
V. CHRISTIAN RESPONSES TO THE COMING OF ISLAM
Fulfillment of the Scriptural Promises
Judgment of God
Christian Heresy

VI, MUSLIM TREATMENT OF CHRISTIANS
Vil, CONCLUSION

I. INTRODUCTION

In the context of the history of the world as a whole, the relationship be-
tween Christians and Muslims over the centuries is a long (as old as Islam it-
self) and tortuous one. Zebiri says that Islam represents a particular challenge
to Christians, not only because it is the only major post-Christian religion,

but also because it possesses its own internal logic to account for Christianity'.

* Ahyoung Kim is Full-time Lecturer of Inter Cultural Studies at Torch Trinity Graduate University. She serves
as Director of Torch Trinity Center for Islamic Studies.

|. Zebiri Muslims and ChristianChristian Face to Face. Oxford, UK: One World , 1997, p.5.
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Yet, throughout history Muslim-Christian encounters have been beset by
myths and misperceptions, many of which endure to the present day.

Rooted in the monotheistic tradition of the patriarch Abraham, Christians
and Muslims share a common heritage. Geographically, the origins of the two
communities are not so far apart - Bethlehem and Jerusalem are only some
800 miles from Mecca - and for more than fourteen centuries adherents of
these two communities of faith have followed a long and often tortuous road
together. Both communities have their geographical and historical origins in
the Middle East, but during the course of their subsequent histories they have
expanded in different directions and become influential in different regions
of the world—Clhristianity in Europe and the Americas, Islam in Africa and
Asia.?

Increasing globalization in the fields of commerce and information has
done much to facilitate interchange and encounter between Christians and
Muslims. In many situations, however, encounter and interchange lead not to
the growth of mutual understanding and sympathy but to conflict.

The 1990s have witnessed this most dramatically in Europe, in different
regions of the former Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, particularly Bosnia and
Kosovo. But in other continents, too, from the Philippines to the Sudan to
Nigeria, conflicts have given arise to suspicion and mistrust, reaching a peak
in the attack on the World Trade Center on September 11, 2001.

The legacy of past conflicts, from the Muslim Age of Expansion in the
early centuries to the Crusades and European imperialism, continue to wield
a powerful influence. Some of the mutual misunderstandings persist with

great vigor despite the efforts of some in both communities to foster a more

2.Watt, 1991,p.i.
3.Goddard, A History of Christian Muslim Relations. Chicago, IL: New Amsterdam Books, 2000, p.2.
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accurate understanding and positive attitude of the other.

It is then important for material to be available to help both Christians
and Muslims understand how the two communities have reached the situation
in which they find themselves today. Thus, this study will be historical, survey-
ing the development of the relationship between Christians and Muslims in

the early period of the history of Muslim-Christian encounter.

Il. THE BIRTH OF ISLAM AND MUHAMMAD’S CONTACTS WITH
CHRISTIANS

Unquestionably, Islam’s encounter with Christianity has been a founda-
tional experience for the younger religion from its very inception: At the time
of the Prophet Muhammad’s birth, a large number of Arab tribes, especially
in Iraq and Syria, belonged to rival Christian sects* and several Christian
communities - including monks - were already established in different parts of
Arabia.

From these indigenous Christians, as well as from the caravan trips of
Meccan merchants into (mostly Christianized) Syria, Muhammad and his
compatriots would have certainly gleaned at least a rudimentary knowledge of
Christian beliefs.”

Kung says that the form of Christianity best known to the people of Mecca

at that time was that of small groups of Christians from a Jewish background,

4. Most notable among these sects would have been the Monophysite Ghassanids (clients of the Byzantine
empire) and the Nestorian Lakhmids (clients of Byzantium's rival, the Persian empire). For the forms of
Christianity among Arabs before Muhammad, see Trimingham J. S.

5. Arabia was known to the early Christian world as Arabia Hoeraesium ferax ("fierce Arabia heresy"),
where heterodox monks and clergy would either flee or be exiled. As well as rebelling against the Greek
Orthodox authorities, the Monophysites and Nestorians also fought frequently among themselves (Schissel,
Gregory 1998:69).
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who had never accepted the creedal formulations of the Great Church, but
had managed to maintain their existence in relative isolation. Such groups
would accept Jesus as Messiah but not as a divine hypostasis®.

It is impossible to know to what extent these Jewish Christians or the more
numerous Arab Monophysites and Nestorians influenced the ideas about
Christianity current in Mecca. In some ways the general cultural outlook of
the Meccan Arabs seems to be closest to that of the Nestorians. Moreover,
despite the presence of numerous groups of Christians among both nomadic
and settled Arabs, there would have been very few persons with a scholarly
knowledge of Christianity, maybe some clerics and monks, but the ordinary
Christian Arab had presumably only a meager knowledge of his religion.

There was no Arabic translation of the Bible or even of the New Testa-
ment, though there may have been translations of short passages in monaster-
ies and similar places’. The statement of Ibn Ishaq, the original author of Sirar
Rasul Allah ('The Life of the Prophet Muhammad), that Waraqa ibn-Nawfal,
the cousin of Muhammad’s wife Khadija, was a Christian and knew the
books, could only mean that he had read some of the Bible in Syria or had
had it read to him.

A number of merchants, including Muhammad, had traveled to Gaza and
Damascus in the Byzantine Empire, and some to Christian Abyssinia. But,
according to Watt such persons would generally learn only about the exter-
nal features of Christianity unless they were especially interested. There were
also some Byzantine Christians in Mecca from time to time, perhaps chiefly
craftsmen. Something was known about Judaism in Mecca from the presence

of Jewish clans in Medina and in various Arabian oases. Thus people in Mecca

6. Kung, Hans. Christianity and the World Religions: Paths of Dialogue with Islam, Hinduism, and Buddhism.
Peter Heinegg, trans. Garden City, NY: Doubleday and Company 1986.

7.Watt, 1991, p.6.
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knew of the existence of the Jewish and Christian religions, but had little ac-

curate information about them.?

lll. MAUHAMMAD’S ENCOUNTERS WITH CHRISTIANS

The very earliest encounters between Christians and Muslims, involving
the Prophet Muhammad himself, were generally characterized by a warm
welcome, by Christians to Muslims, as well as appreciative comment made by
the Christians about the faith of Islam.’

If we look at the main traditional source for the life of Muhammad, 7he
Sirat Rasul Allah (The Life of the Prophet God) by Ibn Ishaq, we find that
there are some instances in which it is recorded that Muhammad and the early
Muslim community had some kind of direct encounter with Christians.'

One of the incidents recounted by Ibn Ishaq is as follows. This incident
comes from the years after the Hijra in 622, so that Muhammad is now
securely established as a figure of some power and influence in Yathrib (Me-
dina). There, probably somewhere around the year 628, he received a delega-
tion of Christians from the town of Najran, the town which was an important
center of Christian (Monophysite) influence in South Arabia. The delega-
tion, according to Ibn Ishaq, was led by three people, the ‘Aqib or leader of
the people, their Sayyid or administrator, and their Bishop. The name of the
leader, significantly, was ‘Abd al-Masih (“servant of Christ”), and the Bishop

was described as a great student, with excellent knowledge of the Christian re-

8.Watt, 1991, p.7.
9. Godd.ard, 2000, p.195.

10. See A. von Denffer, Christians in the Quran and the Sumna. Leicester, UK: Islamiclslamic Foundation
1979.
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ligion, to the extent that he had been honored by the emperors of Byzantitum
because of his knowledge and zeal for their religion."

The purpose of the visit was essentially political, namely, to negotiate a
kind of treaty with Muhammad. When the Christians arrived, Muhammad
was praying the afternoon prayer, and when the time came for their prayers
they too were permitted to pray in the mosque. Later, when discussions
began, the Christians were invited to submit, which they claimed they had
already done; the language of submission to God or to Muhammad was being
called for. The Christians claimed that they had submitted before Muham-
mad, at least, but Ibn Ishaq records that Muhammad’s response was that their
belief that God had a son, their worship of the cross, and their eating pork
held them back from submission. A lengthy Christological discussion follows,
centering around many of the Quranic verses about Jesus, and at the end of
this a challenge was issued, namely, that the issue should be decided by the
mutual invocation of a curse. After some deliberation, the Christians declined
and returned home, preferring to agree to differ peacefully and to be permit-
ted to continue to practice their faith."

So far, I have looked at the extent of Muhammad’s contacts with Chris-
tians during his lifetime and now I will discuss how the practical relationships
between the Muslim community and the Christians of Arabia were worked
out.

Upon Muhammad’s arrival in Yathrib, an extremely important document
of early Islamic history, the so-called Constitution of Medina, served to regu-
late the relationship between the community of the newly arrived Muslims
and the different tribal communities which were already present in the city,
some Jewish and some Arab.

I'l. Goddard, 2000, p.22.
12. Guillaume, Alfred, The Life of Muhammad. Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press 1955, pp.270-277.
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This document, on the one hand, describes the Muslims and those who
are attached to them and fight with them as “one community”and a Jew who
follows the Muslims has the same right as they do to help and support. On
the other hand, religious diversity is recognized and tolerated: “To the Jews

>

their religion and to the Muslims their religion . . .” ;and “It is for the Jews to
bear their expenses and for the Muslims to bear their expenses. There is to be
help between them against whoever wars against the people of this document.
Between them there is to be giving of advice, consultation, and honorable
dealing, not treachery .. .”*?

According to Goddard, we have here what might even in modern terms be
described as a quite “liberal’document, in the sense that it seems broadly tol-
erant of diversity even in matters of religion, and is happy to affirm that each
religious community present in Yathrib has both rights and responsibilities in
the relationship between the two groups.'*

Some years later in Muhammad’s career, however, a rather different model
or precedent for the relationship between the Muslim and the Jews came out.
Located some ninety miles south of Yathrib, the oasis of Khaybar was a rich
agricultural settlement, whose population was overwhelmingly Jewish. One of
the Jewish tribes of Medina, the Banu Nadir, who had been expelled from the
city by Muhammad in 625, had taken refuge in Khaybar and the population
of the city had entered into an alliance with Mecca and some local Bedouin
tribes to frustrate Muhammad’s ambitions. In 628, therefore, Muhammad
launched a military attack on Khaybar and besieged its population, which
resisted. After a six-week siege, the population surrendered, the terms agreed
upon being that the land would be handed over to Muhammad, but the Jews
would be allowed to continue to cultivate it, with half of the produce being

I3. Guillaume, 1955, pp.231-233.
|4. Goddard, 2000, p.30.
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handed over to the Muslims. The Muslims reserved the right to break the
agreement at any time, and to expel the Jews if they wished to do so0."

This model of the relationship between Muhammad and a Jewish commu-
nity, therefore, seems rather less positive than the one we have seen testified
to in the Constitution of Medina. The context, of course, is one of a military
confrontation, and although there is no threat to the lives of Jews, nor to their
continuing to practice their faith, the tone of the agreement is rather harsher,
and the position of the Jews after the making of the agreement is somewhat
more vulnerable.

A third and final instance of an agreement between Muhammad and other
religious communities comes from around the year 630, when deputations
came from different parts of Arabia to Muhammad in order to negotiate
concerning their relationship with the Muslim community. According to Ibn
Ishaq, the deputation from the kings of Himyar declared their submission to
Islam and their abandonment of polytheism, and in return they were instruct-
ed to obey God and Muhammad, and to practice Islam properly with respect
to such things as prayer and almsgiving. An interesting statement then follows
concerning Jews and Christians: “If a Jew or Christian becomes a Muslim he
is a believer with his rights and obligations. He who holds fast to his religions,
Jew or Christian, is not to be turned from it. He must pay the poll-tax. . .”

A few months later, according to Ibn Ishagq, a delegation was then sent,
under the leadership of Khalid ibn al-Walid, to Najran. This delegation was
instructed to give a rather peremptory summons to the population, of whom
some were Christian but not all, to accept Islam within three days or to be at-
tacked. Most accepted, but once again it was stated that “a Jew or a Christian

who becomes a sincere Muslim of his own accord and obeys the religion of

|5. Guillaume, 1955, pp.510-518.
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Islam is a believer with the same rights and obligations. If one of them holds
fast to his religion he is not to be turned from it”.'®

Other early Islamic historians record slightly different versions of this
agreement. Ibn Sad, for example, provided far more detail about the nature
and extent of the tribute which the people of Najran were required to pay, and
adds that they were to refrain from the practice of usury, but in return they
were assured that their lives and property were safe, and that their churches
and religious leaders would also be protected."”

A variety of models for the relationship between Muslims and non-Mus-
lims can therefore be found in Muhammad’s career between 622-632 in Yath-
rib, and this is a natural enough outworking of the diversity in the scriptural
statement concerning Jews and Christians which we have looked at in the pre-
ceding section. Reflecting this, in his attitudes towards Jewish communities,
Muhammad’s actions sometimes manifest a broadly tolerant attitude, as seen
in the Constitution of Medina, and sometimes a more antagonistic one as
seen at Khaybar. Towards the end of his life, however, as seen in the negotia-
tions with Himyar and Najran, a kind of mediating position emerges, where
both Jews and Christians are given a kind of conditional acceptance, whereby
they may retain their faith on condition that they submit peacefully to Islamic
rule and pay some kind of tribute to the Muslim community.

Given the natural tendency for the more recent to supersede the older,
it might be expected that after the prophet’s death the earlier more positive
Quranic statement about Christians would simply have been forgotten, and

passed over in favor of the later more negative ones.'® But one of the interest-

| 6. Guillaume, 1955, pp.647-648.

| 7. Watt, William, M. Muhammad's Mecca: History in the Quran. Edinburgh, Scotland: University of Edinburgh
Press, pp.359-360.

18. Goddard, 2000. p.31.
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ing things about the next phase of Christian-Muslim interaction is the extent
to which this was not always the case, so there is a whole range of Muslim

acticudes towards Christians emerging.

IV. THE FIRST AGE OF CHRISTIAN-MUSLIM INTERACTION

The rapid rise of Islam in the seventh and eighth centuries placed Chris-
tian thinkers in an unaccustomed position. From its earliest days Christianity
had defined itself against classical paganism on the one hand and Judaism on
the other hand, but the religion of Islam demandeda different response, for it
proclaimed itself the very culmination of Christianity. With great rapidity, the
alert and theologically sophisticated Christian communities of Persia, Syria,
and Egypt were subject to Islamic control.

In the few decades after the death of Muhammad in 632, the Muslim
community became the dominant force in Arabia and in the wider world
later. By 642 the Muslim state had conquered and established its control over
the majority of the Sassanian Persian Empire following the battles of Qadisi-
yya in Iraq and Nihaw and in Iran, and a large part of the Byzantine Empire,
following the battle of the River Yarmuk in Syria and a campaign in Egypt
in 640. The Sassanian Empire was destroyed and the Byzantine Empire lost
roughly one-half of its territory.

Within the next century, the Islamic state continued its expansion, so that
by 750 it had become the largest state seen up until that point in human his-
tory, having incorporated north Africa, Spain, the most fertile parts of central

Asia, and much of what is now Afghanistan and Pakistan.” After 750 the

19. Gabriel, Francesco. Muhammad and the Conquests of Islam. London, UK: Weidenfeld and Nicolson
1968, pp.180-223.
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process of expansion, came to a halt for several centuries, and a process of,
on the one hand, consolidation, and, on the other, fragmentation began, but
there is no denying the initial impression made by the Islamic community.

Goddard suggests that one obvious difference between the situation
confronting Muslims during the lifetime of Muhammad and the new situa-
tion after 632 is that the prophet himself did not have very much first-hand
encounters with Christians, whereas his followers, as a result of their success,
as | mentioned above, suddenly had a great deal of contact with Christians,
as well as other religious groups:* the vast majority of the population of the
conquered Byzantine provinces was Christian, belonging to one church or
another, and in the Sassanian Empire too there was a significant Christian
minority presence, consisting mostly of Nestorian Christians.

The interaction between the Christian and Muslim communities in this
first period of their mutual encounter is therefore extremely significant and in-
teresting and according to Goddard the initial phase of this encounter should
be seen as lasting for roughly 200 years, that is, until the first half of the ninth

century.

V. CHRISTIAN RESPONSES TO THE COMING OF ISLAM

Fulfillment of the Scriptural Promises

Responding to the initial impact of the Muslim community upon the
Middle East, the first Christian reaction was to interpret it in terms of certain
statements of the Old Testament which seemed highly pertinent to some of

the development of the 630s and 640s.

20. Goddard, 2000. p.34.
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In particular, some of the statements of the Book of Genesis seemed to
offer some kind of key to explain what was happening, as it was there that
an attempt was made to allocate significance to the two sons of Abraham -
Ishmael, chronologically the first-born, but born to Abraham’s concubine
Hagar, and Isaac, born second in time but eventually declared Abraham’s
heir since he was born to Sarah, Abraham’s wife. In the course of the narra-
tive, it is stated that certain promises were made by God to Ishmael: “But
God said to Abraham: ‘. . . I will make a nation of the son of the slave
woman also, because he is your offspring’”(Gen. 21:12-13). And this is
elaborated later in the same chapter (Gen. 21:18), where a further promise
is made by God: “I will make him a great nation.”

Later in Genesis 25, when the descendents of Abraham are being listed,
Ishmael’s sons are listed before Isaac’s, and the fact that there are twelve sons
has traditionally been interpreted as signifying that like the twelve tribes of
Israel, they made up some kind of sacred unit.

Therefore, when the Islamic community burst onto the scene, one inter-
pretation which was put onto its appearance was that it was the fulfillment of
these scriptural promises. The Armenian bishop Sebeos, writing before 661,
for example, explains Muhammad’s career as follows: “Being very learned
and well-versed in the Law of Moses, he taught them (the Arabs) to know the
God of Abraham.” He also, according to Sebeos, told his hearers that God was
going to realize in them the promise made to Abraham and his successor, and
it was for this reason that the Ishmaelites set out from the desert towards the
land around Jerusalem.?!

John Moorhead comments: “Sebeos reports that both Jews and Arabs

accepted that the Arabs were descended from the patriarch Abraham... [and]

21. Moorhead, "The Earliest Christian Theological Response to Islam." Religion 11:265-274. 1981, pp.265-
266.
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seems to have accepted this connection between God’s Old Dispensation and
the Arabs of this time.”*

Equally, the chronicle of an anonymous Nestorian monk, written in Iraq
during the 670s, testifies that the Ishmaelites have been making conquests,
and that this is in part a result of their following in the footsteps of Abraham
who, when he went to live in the desert, built a place for the worship of God
and the offering of sacrifices; in worshipping God, therefore, the Arabs are
doing nothing new, but simply following an old custom. He also suggests an
interesting etymological connection, whereby Yathrib’s new name, Medina, is
derived from the name of Median, the fourth son Abraham had by Keturah
(cf. Gen. 25:1).2

Judgment of God

The first level of interpretation of Islam, however, was fairly quickly sub-
jected to a number of challenges, as it began to become clear that the Islamic
community was not only convinced that its coming was part of God’s will,
but also saw itself as having a mission to be a kind of corrective to, or even
fulfillment of, the message of the Christian community. Rather than its com-
ing simply being the fulfillment of an ancient promise, therefore, it began to
appear to the Christian community as rather more of a challenge; in other
words, the Christian community, which had hitherto seen itself as the bearer
of God’s final revelation to humankind, began to become aware that this was

not an idea which was acceptable to the Ishamelites.**

22. Ibid.

23. Concerning the origins and early development of Islam, Michael Cook and Patricia Crone, suggest in
their Hagarism (1977) that Islam should be interpreted as being self-consciously a movement involving the
descendants of Hagar.

24. Goddard, 2000, p.36.
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As a result of this, it is not long before we see a shift to a second layer of
interpretation of the coming of Islam, and in this second period the divisions
of the Christian world at the time begin to become evident and to make their
presence felt. Clearly in the initial encounter of Christians and Muslims after
the time of Muhammad, the Christians involved were all Eastern Christians.
It was only later, after the expansion of the Muslim community into north
Africa and Spain, that Western Christians began to formulate their rather dif-
ferent interpretations of Islam. But the Eastern Christian world of the day was
itself also divided, with the main difference being between those who accepted
the definitions of the Council of Chalcedon and those who did not, and, with
respect to Islam, the different judgments which began to emerge at this time
reflect that split fairly clearly.

Among the non-Chalcedonian Christians, first, the way in which Islam
came to be understood after the initial Abrahamic interpretation was that its
coming was in some way a judgment of God, a movement whose purpose
was to bring judgment on people who had erred. This view is one which can
be found in the writings of both Monophysite and Nestorian Christians, as
illustrated by the Coptic editor of the Egyptian History of the Patriarchs,
Severus of Asmounein, who wrote: “The Lord abandoned the army of the
Romans as a punishment for their corrupt faith, and because of the anathemas
uttered against them by the ancient fathers, on account of the Council of
Chalcedon.”And the twelfth century Monophysite writer, Michael the Syrian,

commented:

The God of vengeance... raised up from the south the children of Ishmael
to deliver us from the hands of the Romans ...It was no light benefit to us
to be freed from the cruelty of the Romans, their wickedness, anger and

ardent cruelty towards us, and to find ourselves in peace.”

25. Goddard, 2000, p.37.
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For all their differences these two groups are thus united in their view that
Islam is God’s judgment, not on themselves, but rather on their theological
and ecclesiastical foes, the Christians who accepted the Christological defini-
tions of the Council of Chalcedon.

There were not only theological factors involved here. Nestorians and
Monophysites differed theologically with the church authorities in the Byz-
antine capital Constantinople each group had also been on the receiving end
of some harsh treatment in Egypt and Syria from the Byzantine authorities,
encouraged by those bishops who accepted Chalcedon. So, for example, the
Copts in Egypt had been harshly persecuted by Cyrus, who had been ap-
pointed by the Byzantine emperor, Heraclius, to be both governor of Egypt
and patriarch of the church in Egypt in 631. Between his appointment and
the Arab conquest of Egypt, Cyrus succeeded in alienating the vast majority
of Egyptian Christians from both the definitions of the Council of Chalcedon
and allegiance to the Byzantine Empire; “the Caucasian,” as he was called,
opened a reign of terror unlike anything the Egyptians had experienced since
the Great Persecution.

In the six years from 635 to 641, whatever loyalty had been felt towards
Heraclius and the Roman Empire ebbed away.”* Between 608-629, the
eastern provinces of the Byzantine Empire had been occupied by the Persians.
During that time, the non-Chalcedonian Christians had found themselves
treated with a greater degree of tolerance and respect than had been the case
under the Byzantines, so that when the representatives of Islam first appeared,
many of the non-Chalcedonian Christians welcomed them, seeing them, like
the Persians, as liberators from the cruelty of the rule of Byzantine emperors

and ecclesiastical authorities. “What the Persian era showed was that a foreign

26.Frend, W. H. C. The Rise of the Monophysites. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press 1972, p.351.
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overlord was not necessarily a persecutor, but a Chalcedonian nearly always

was”. ¥’

Christian Heresy

Among those Christians who, even under the rule of Islam, retained their
loyalty to the Council of Chalcedon, later becoming known as Melkites be-
cause of their adherence to the Byzantine liturgy and the suspicion that their
political loyalty was to the Byzantine Emperor, a rather different interpreta-
tion of the coming of Islam emerged during the first century or so of Islamic
rule.?® John of Damascus may serve as a representative of this point of view.

As his name indicates, John’s family came from Damascus, where they
had considerable influence for some time, as seen in the fact that it was his
grandfather, Mansur ibn Sargun, who surrendered the city to the Arab invad-
ers in 635.” Sahas observes that this name is not Greek in form, being closer
to the name patterns of Syrian Christians of Arab descent, which is evidence
of the diffusion of population from Arabia into Syria and the wider world.
John was probably educated with Muslims until the age of twelve, so that
he knew Arabic as well as Greek, and like his father and grandfather before
him he went on to achieve a high position in the administration of the city
in which they lived. Some sources speak of John himself as being secretary to
the prince of the city, and others speak of him as having some special financial
responsibility. The last twenty-five years or so of his life, however, he spent in

the monastery of Saint Sabas in Palestine, having retired from his work for the

27.Ibid, p.337.

28. The title "Melkite" originally derived from the Syriac word malka, meaning "king." In modern times
"Melkite" has commonly been used to refer to the Roman CatholicRoman Catholic Christians of the Middle
East who use the Byzantine rite rather than the Latin rite, and who are sometimes referred to as Greek
Catholics (Goddard, Hugh P 2000:48).

29.Sahas, John of Damascus on Islam. Leiden, Netherlands: Brill 1972, p.7.
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Muslim rulers of the city. He is commonly regarded as the last of the Fathers
of the Eastern Church.*

On the basis of his experience and his theological reflection, John was able
to articulate a novel interpretation of Islam, and the kernel of this interpreta-
tion was that Islam should be understood as a Christian heresy. As a result of
his encounters with Muslims, at different levels and in different contexts, John
had been able to acquire at least a reasonable first-hand knowledge of Muslim
beliefs and religious practices, including some acquaintance with the Quran,
and it was on this basis that he concluded that Muslims had at least some
convictions in common with those of Christians, even if on other points the
two communities differed. The simplest way to account for this combination
of commonality and distinctiveness was, in John’s view, to describe Islam as a
Christian heresy.’

This view is outlined in two of John’s works. The first is an appendix to his
De Haeresibus (On Heresies), which was itself a supplement to his De Fide
Orthodoxa (On the Orthodox Faith). The work on heresies lists 100 estab-
lished Christian heresies, in the discussion of which John is heavily reliant on
the work of earlier Christian heresiographers, and then Islam is referred to as
the 101st heresy.

John manifests both a theoretical and a practical knowledge of Islam, so
that he knows, for example, about the following things: the idolatrous char-
acter of pre-Islamic religion in Arabia Muhammad’s preaching of the message
of monotheism in that context; some of the contents of the Quran, since he
quotes the titles of four Surahs—Surah 2, Surah 4, Surah 5, and also a title
which is not generally recognized, “the she-camel of God,” which Sahas thinks
may refer to Surah 7 or Surah 26; and Muslim practices such as the kissing

30. Sahas, 1972, pp. 38-48.
31. Goddard, 2000. R39.
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of the Black Stone in the corner of the Kaba in Mecca (which John describes
as being extremely passionate), circumcision, not keeping the Sabbath, and
abstention from some foods and wine.*

John also knows what the Quran says about Jesus - that he is a word of
God, his spirit, and a servant, miraculously conceived, but not crucified - and
it is perhaps on the basis of this point that he constructs his main interpreta-
tion of Islam as a Christian heresy: Muhammad, John alleges, came across
the Old and New Testaments by chance, and with the help of an Arian monk,
constructed a heresy of his own.

John himself makes no mention of Bahira at this point, but Sahas fol-
lowing Tor Andrae, suggests that this is an allusion, at least, to Bahira as an
agent of transmission to Muhammad, and if Arianism was a Christian heresy
it is easy enough to see how Islam might be interpreted in a similar way.
Muhammad thus claimed, according to John, that a book was sent down to
him from heaven, but the resulting claim to prophethood is rejected by John,
who describes Islam as “a deceptive superstition of the Ishmaelites” and “the
fore-runner of the Antichrist.”The latter of these phrases seems to demonstrate
a particular evaluation of Islam, but as Sahas makes clear, it is not a manifesta-
tion of any special animus against Islam but rather a phrase which is used as
a matter of course to refer to anyone whom John considers to be a heretic; it
is thus used earlier in the work with respect to Nestorius, and its usage can,

indeed, be traced back to the New Testament itself:

By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit which confesses that Jesus
Christ has come in the flesh is of God, and every spirit which does not
confess Jesus is not of God. This is the spirit of antichrist, of which you

heard that it was coming, and now it is in the world already (1 Jo. 4:2-3)

32, Sahas, 1972, pp.132-141; pp.67-95.
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The original target of these verses was probably Gnosticism, which leaned
in the direction of denying Jesus’s humanity rather than his divinity, but in
later Christian thought, as exemplified by John of Damascus, the term “anti-
christ” came to be used of anyone who “does not confess that the Son of God
came in flesh, is perfect God and He became perfect man while at the same
time He was God”.%?

Very importantly, John does not use the term “forerunner of the Anti-
christ” to refer to Muhammad personally, but to Islam in general. In this he
differs from some later Christian writes who do not personalize the epithet.

Sahas therefore concludes:

The author... presents the facts about Islam in an ordinary and systematic
way, although not at all complimentary; he demonstrates an accurate
knowledge of the religion... he is aware of the cardinal doctrines and
concepts in Islam... he knows well his sources and he is at home with the
Muslim mentality. Chapter... 101 is not inflammatory of hatred, neither
grandiloquent and full of self-triumph; it is an essay on Islam, in a book of

Christian heresy. In this simple fact lies its significance and its weakness.*

The assessment of Islam as a Christian heresy is also demonstrated in
another work commonly attributed to John of Damascus, the Disputatio
Saraceni et Christiani (The Disputation of a Muslim and a Christian). There is
some uncertainty concerning the authorship of this document, with some sug-
gestions being made that it comes from the pen of John’s disciple, Theodore
Abu Quirra, rather than from John himself, but Sahas is content to treat it as a

product of his thought if not of his own pen.”

33.Sahas, 1972, p.69.
34. Sahas, 1972, p.95.
35. Sahas, 1972, pp.142-155; pp.99-122.
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The form and format of this work is quite different from Chapter 101 of
the De Haeresibus, (On Heresies) in that this work is intended not so much
as a theological evaluation of Islam as much as a kind of manual of guidance
for Christians who find themselves entering into theological discussion with
Muslims.

These were the three main strains of Christian interpretation of Islam be-
fore the ninth century—fulfillment of God’s promises to Abraham and his son
Ishmael, judgment from God on those Christians who accepted the Christo-

logical definitions of the Council of Chalcedon, and Christian heresy.

VI. MUSLIM TREATMENT OF CHRISTIANS

As has been hinted above, the way in which Christians responded to and
interpreted the coming of Islam was considerably influenced by the way in
which they were treated by the Muslim conquerors. As in most other aspects
of Christian-Muslim relations, there was no single Muslim attitude, but racher
a range of attitudes which shifted over the course of time and displayed a
considerable amount of diversity.

During the course of his lifetime Muhammad, as we have seen, had some
contact with Christians and even more contact with Jews. Out of these con-
tacts came a number of precedents for inter-communal relations, varying with
respect to the Jews from the relatively liberal model of the Constitution of
Medina to the rather harsher model of the treatment of the Jews of Khaybar.
An intermediate position was seen in the negotiations which took place with
some of the people of south Arabia, including Jews and Christians, who were
allowed to retain their faith provided that they submitted peacefully to Islamic

rule.
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After the death of the prophet in 632, therefore, when the Muslim com-
munity began to encounter Christians and, to a lesser extent, Jews in much
greater numbers, as it expanded into the wider Middle East, it was these
different incidents from the career of Muhammad which provided guidance
for the Muslim community as to how to treat Christians and Jews. In the two
centuries or so after Muhammad’s death, these various precedents seemed to
result in two main atticudes being taken: The first was seen in a short phase,
which involved raids outside Arabia and the expulsion of Jews and Christians
from Arabia itself, and was thus antagonistic and confrontational; the second,
which was much longer-lasting, developed once the raids had evolved into
more permanent conquests and demonstrated more settled and conciliatory
attitudes.*

Towards the end of his career, as we have seen, Muhammad’s message
seems to have developed a more critical approach towards both Jews and
Christians. Military raids were launched into areas bordering on Arabia, and
P. Crone and M. Cook draw attention to the fact that the earliest raids seem
to have displayed a particular hostility towards Christianity. This can be seen
in such things as the choice given to the Byzantine garrison in Gaza, whose
members were invited to abandon their faith, deny Christ and participate in
Muslim worship: When they refused they were all martyred.”” Crone and
Cook point to a number of other examples of particular antipathy towards
Christians in this period, such as the burning of churches, the destruction of

monasteries, the profanation of crosses, and other blasphemies against Christ

and the church.

36. Goddard, 2000, p.42.

37. PCrone & M. Cook, Hagarism: The Making of the Islamic World. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University
Press.1977,p. 6; p.120.
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In Arabia itself, too, in the decade after Muhammad’s death, some revision
of the prophet’s own attitude towards Jews and Christians took place, in that
the Jewish and Christian communities of Arabia were expelled from Arabia.
The Muslim sources differ on the exact detail of how and when this was done,
but al-Wagqidi tells of the second caliph, Umar ibn al-Khattab, expelling the
Jews of the Hijaz, and al-Tabari refers to Umar expelling the Jews from Khay-
bar and dividing the land there between the Muslims.*® Al-Tabari does not
indicate that all the Jews were expelled from Arabia, and later sources point to
the continuing existence of Jewish communities in both the Hijaz and the area
around Khaybar, so the commands of the caliph were not necessarily executed
thoroughly, but clearly these measures resulted in the marginalization of the
Jews who remained in Arabia.

As regards the Christians of Arabia, Muslim sources speak of an order
of ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab to the effect that they too must leave Arabia, and
there are accounts of the Christians of Najran migrating to Iraq, but the
historicity of these events is not absolutely reliably established, and there is
some evidence of a continuing Christian presence in Najran for at least 200
years.” Again, therefore, we see a trend towards the establishment of religious
uniformity in Arabia, which parallels the emergence of the tradition that
Muhammad, as he was dying, said that two religions could not exist together
in Arabia.*

During the same period in the wider Middle East, as the Muslim commu-

nity moved from undertaking raids to a situation where longer term conquests

38.Newby, G.A History of the Jews of Arabia. Columbia, SC: University of South Carolina Press 1988, p.99.
39. Trimingham, J. s, 1979, p.307.
40. Ibid.
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and settlement were envisaged, the model for the relationship between the
Muslims and the conquered population, which was largely Christian, began
to change again, and it did so in direction of the precedent provided by the
behavior of the delegation sent to Najran under the leadership of Khalid ibn
al-Walid in 631.4!

There was some evolution from that precedent in that in Najran the
population had been summoned to accept Islam or be attacked, though the
Jewish and Christian elements of the town had been assured that they would
not be turned from their faith. In Syria and many other conquered areas, by
contrasts, Christians were not a minority but a majority of the population,
and the terms of the discussion were somewhat different.

As examined above, during the first period of Christian-Muslim interac-
tion, there was a considerable range of opinion and attitude in both commu-
nities. Christian interpretations of Islam varied from seeing it as: a fulfillment
of God’s promises to Abraham and Ishmael, a judgment of God on Christians
who had erred in their Christological formulations, or quite simply as a Chris-
tian heresy.

Muslim attitudes towards Christians also varied, from a fairly militant an-
tagonism, for a relatively short period, to a much more tolerant and concilia-
tory attitude which still imposed certain restrictions on Christians, along with
other non-Muslims, but gave them security of life and property and permit-
ted them freedom of worship, though not freedom of religion in the modern

sense.*?

41. Goddard, 2000, p.43.
42.1bid., p48.
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VI, CONCLUSION

Any analysis of Christian-Muslim encounters will be interested in asking
what kind of progress has been made over time. It is important to make clear
that Christian-Muslim relations over the centuries have developed in a kind
of layer and layer basis: what happened in one community in one generation
produced a reaction in the other community which in turn contributed to
the development of formulations and attitudes in the first community in later
generations.

Attention also needs to be given to the diversity of opinion which has
usually existed in each community at any one time. For all their insistence on
unity and unanimity neither Christians nor Muslims have managed to achieve
these things for very long except with respect to a very few essential or core
teachings and practices. There has thus usually been a spectrum of opinion in
each community with reference to the other, too.

This article thus attempted to show the diversity which exited in the early
stage of Muslim-Christian encounter within each community on the subject
of the relationship with the other.

I hope that this kind of a better understanding of the past, of the history
of the relationship between Christians and Muslims will help to promote
deeper mutual comprehension in the present and a greater measure of collabo-

ration rather than conflict in the future.
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Muslim and Christian Reflections on Peace
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