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Abstract
The Islam in Japan
Kim,Young Nam

Many religions coexist in Japan, where believers are far more than the total
population number of the nation because believers belong to more than tow
religions. The reason of that religious situation is grounded on the Japanese view
about religion. The Japanese view is inclusive rather than exclusive about the
truth. It is said that people in Japan are very reasonable and worldly, on the other
hand, religious and superstitious.

In the beginning of modern generation Japan biased toward an ideology in the
religion, making Shidoism as the state religion. During World War II the govern-
ment has religions in its control in the purpose of colonialism in the Asia. After the
end of the war the religions in Japan have been allowed freedom, but nationalism
centering the emperor has strengthened recently, designating the memorial day
of the flag and the national anthem.

In spite of that situation religions in Japan seek to grow and affect on society.
Christian have played the most important roles in that society even though they
are under 2% of the population. In the new millenium age Islam whose believ-
ers are 0.12% of the population is getting power in Japan, showing the strong
relationship between Japan and Islamic world. Muslim numbers in Japan can not
be identified exactly, however it is said that muslims are over 15,000 including
immigrant muslims.

The history of Islam in Japan started in 1887 when Japan emperor dispatched
representatives to Osman Turkey Sultan to know each other in the confused
global situations. It seemed to be in the desire of cooperation in the world power
rather than religion. Al-Tugrul, Turkish merchant ship as a delegation, was
wrecked in returning to Turkey. Some Japanese people rescued few survivors and
help them. One who went Turkey to comfort the dead’s families came back to
Japan as a muslim and contributed to relationship between the both.

Islam history in Japan has five divisions in large : the time of Japanese” accep-

tance of Islam(1891-1922), the time of inflow of muslim from Russia and Central
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Asia(1923-1952), the time of the inflow of muslim students and dawa leaders from
India and Pakistan(1953-1972), the time of Japanese concern to the Arab states
and Islam(1973-1976), and from 1976 to the present time, when Japan is concern-
ing about world affairs in Islamic world and increasing their knowledge about
Islam. Especially economic department is interested in Islamic monetary inflow
which is happening in over the world.

In the early muslim society in Japan there were very few muslims, and most
of muslims were immigrants from the South Asia, who built the mosques in
Kobe(1935), Nagoya and Tokyo(1958), and Osaka(1977). Now Islamic temples
are over 100 including small prayer places.

Muslim dawa leaders have attempted contextualization to spread Islam ef-
fectively in the Japanese contexts. Studies on Islam in Japan before the 1945 had
been worked by government’s initiative in the political aspect. At that time almost
10 Islamic institutes had worked and more than 100 books about Islam were pub-
lished. It was after the end of the World War II that Islamic institutes have worked
on the purpose of religion.

Understanding each other the muslim and the Japanese was not positive, but
now is getting better with momentums of restoring Islamic power. While muslims
in Japan are striving to make good images, the Japanese people try to view mus-
lims objectively not relying on the Western channels.

The oil shock in 1970’s made Japan to have the closer relationship with the Arab
world and interest in Islam. Japan is steady making progress the friendly relations
with Islamic World, especially oil producing countries. The departments of Islamic
Area Studies have been established in several universities in the face of the inflow
of Islamic finances. The government also has held conference of ‘dialogue be-
tween Japan and Islamic world’ for mutual understanding in culture and religion.

Islamic institutes are proceeding on the dawa through activities such as
publishing literatures, social net works in immigrants,, international marriage,
establishing islamic centers. They are also using the chances to visit Islamic world.
Muslims in Japan are extending their net works to the global level.

Recognizing the need of the contextualization in Japan, muslims consider Jap-
anes mono ethnical culture as a local culture in the Islamic perspectives with the
global mission strategies. They strive o keep their religions uniqueness, attempt-

ing contextualization. They alos argu that Islam could reach the goal and social
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values which Japan is pursuing of and leads people to the happiness.
Recently Japan and Islam world are get closer than ever before because they

need each other for their own interests and power in the global context.

Key Words: Islam, Japan, Muslim, Dawa, contextualization, Arab world,

Christian, Shindoism, religion, nationalism, interest. power



