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ABSTRACT

Muslims’ Identity in Korea

Hee Sun Cho

Generally speaking, it is not easy to define Muslim’s identity in a word.
Muslims who live in different Islamic countries have various features in their
personal beliefs and the way of expressing their sense of belongings. Islam
has also different characteristics according to the religious sects and regional
jurisprudence as well as the politics, economy, degree of social openness, and
indigenous customs of each Islamic country. Nevertheless, it is also true that
Islam or Muslim has common identities distinguished from other religious
groups.

Due to this contradictory features of Islam, some scholars focused their
studies on the homogeneity of Islamic culture, while others concentrated on
Muslims’ heterogeneity based on their ethnicity, admitting that the Islam
could be changed by social and cultural circumstances. But there is a big trend
to study Muslims as a homogeneous group rather than various ethnic groups
after the 9.11 terrorist attacks 2001.

‘This study, as suggested in the title “Muslims’ Identity in Korea”, also starts
from the point that Muslims are homogeneous group. Nowadays, immigra-
tion problem became a hot issue in Korean society. Asians that compose the
majority of immigrants to Korea are Muslims from Bangladesh, Pakistan,
Indonesia and other Islamic Asian countries. Meanwhile, the descendants of
Asian immigrants married to Koreans are called “Kosian”. But it is a kind of
nonsense that Muslim immigrants from Bangladesh, Pakistan, and Indonesia
are intermingled with non-Muslim immigrants from Philippines and Thai-

land in the same category. Though they are all Asians, they have strikingly
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different cultural and religious backgrounds. It is expected that more Muslim

immigrants would come to Korea as the total number of immigrants increase.
At the moment, it is important to study immigrant groups according to their

religious backgrounds. Because the Muslim immigrants, if they were margin-

alized in our society, might gather around the religious background instead of
ethnicity to form a big group as we've seen in European countries.

In the second chapter, therefore, we will examine the present condition of
Muslim immigrants and their routes and motives of immigration to Korea.
We will classify them into five groups to find out common points and dif-
ferences among them. In the third chapter, we will make research on their
religious life, clothes, and dietary taboo which are considered as an expression
of their identity. And we will find out common points and differences among
Muslims from the five regions. The study on Muslim immigrants to Korea
would be meaningful in the sense that we could see one section of the future

Korean society which is rapidly changing into multi-cultural one.

¢ Key words:
Muslim immigrants to Korea, Koslim, Muslim’s Identity,
Arab Muslims, Non-Arab Middle Eastern Muslims,
Central Asain Muslims, South Asian Muslims,

South East Asian Muslims



