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1. Philip Jekins God's Continent (N.Y.: Oxford University Press,2007).p.1.
2.20td, “ol&&9| ofa” ("HEEZ|LE| $=20[5E HAA “olADIA 2|9 HA" 1005 7€ ZA,,
2009).p.4.
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4. £3F, Ibid

5. & &2|= ¥l ¢E 2|3 (al Walid b.'Abd al-Malik)= 703-715 AD. 7tX| SXISHALCH.
6. HLI= 20|A, TOIERE 14009, (M 71R1,2010).p. 24.
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“There may spring from you, a nation (umma) who invite for goodness, and enjoin right
conduct and forbid indecency”."”

“They are successful. Let there arise out of you, a band of people (umma) inviting to
all that is good enjoining what is right and forbidding what is wrong. They are the ones
to attain felicity” .8
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17. Marmaduke Pickthall, The meaing of the Glorious Koran, p.78.
18. Yusuf Ali, The Meaning of the Holy Quran, p.154.
19.742t, 3:104
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20. David A. Kerr, "Islamic Da'wah and Christian Mission: Toward a Comparative Analysis,”
(International Review of Mission, Vol. 89, no.353, April, 2000),pp.151.

21. 0[8#& p.16.

22. lbid.

23. Ibid.
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TEMEEIET X1|203 (2000) p.277.
25. &% p. 396.

26. Kenneth Cragg, The Call of the Minaret (N.Y.:Oxford University Press.2000),pp.61-70.
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ABSTRACT
Understanding of Islamic expansion through Sufism, as a method of
Da’wha, and Folk Islam

Jee Yun Kwon

Islam is religion, which focuses on missionary and influences people with their mes-
sages in various ways. Islam has practiced passionate missionary ethos throughout over
1400 years. In fact, 25% of worldwide population believes in Islam as their religion.

It is surprising that one of quarter population in the world is currently Muslim. The
growing population of Muslim proves consistent missionary ethos that they have
continually practiced.

Da’'wah is used for explaining the comprehensive and complex concept of Islam
missionary based on Islam theology. Da’'wah plays a key role in maintaining Muslim
community inward. Its community has been strengthen by Dawah and has encour-
aged spreading the power and belief of Muslim out of the community. Moreover, they
are able to deliver Islam messages to non-Muslim people outward. Da’wah has been
developed in both theological and methodological ways throughout over 1400 years
of Islamic history without distorting or fading away the religious meaning of Da'wah.
Throughout this long Islamic history, Dawah has been considered as the motivation
of its diversity and passion of Islamic missionary.

Among the methodologies of Da'wah, Islam Sufism represents outstandingly di-
versity and passion of the Islam Mission. Sufi is considered themselves as the band of
people who are chosen for the public good and better life in ‘Muslim Umma’. Even
after the time that Islam stopped expanding political and military power, Sufi contin-
ued maintaining Da'wah Movement and its activities without safeguard from its po-
litical or military regime. Thus, the messages of Islam by Sufi could spread smoothly

throughout the whole world without particular opposition by the general public.
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Sufism is different than the traditional Islam in several ways. Sufism has unique
characteristics, which make significant differences between Sufism and the tradi-
tional Islam. The theological characteristics of Sufism support the motivation of the
movement of Islamic Da'wah. There are three distinguished characteristics including
pietism, popularity, and mysterious love. These three characteristics are as follows in
detail.

First of all, Pietism is one of significant trend of Sufism. Sufi shows their spirituali-
ties and religious belief through devout life styles. Their devout life styles leads to reli-
gious curiosity for non-Muslims rather than the fear, which political religion used to
generate, leading that the religion was gradually taken away form the public. Second
characteristic is popularity. The concept of the Wali of Sufism has become abridge
between the belief of Islam and lives of Muslim. In other words, through Wali, the
messages of Islam have delivered to the Muslim community and have been accessible
to the public. Thirdly, the concept of mysterious love is stemmed from Sufism. This
kind of love represents beyond the superiority of Alla. Under this concept, all creation
and things are considered as kind and naive nature. In other words, this concept ex-
plains directly the love of Allah which believes that they exist in the nature of human
being. The identification of human nature from this view is distinguished from one by
traditional Islam.

Islam Da'wah Movement has a chance to contact local cultures and Folk beliefs
based on a unique way of understating religions according to Sufism. As a result, New
Islam is distinguished from its traditional Islam. That is called “Folk Islam”. In other
words, people from different areas confront Muslim, are influenced by them and
accept it as their religion gradually in a natural way. Thus, Folk Islam is a phenom-
enon, which has generated when non-Islamic multi-cultures mingle with the unique
theological characteristics of Sufism. In other word, Islam with a guide of Sufism
has invited non-Muslim to their religious world while non-Muslim retain their own

spirits and cultures.
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Furthermore, Islam Da’'wah has been practiced with a guide of Sufism. There are
several ways to practice the principles of Da'wah. However, practicing Da'wah under
Sufism is one of the most passionate and energetic ways to spread Islam globally.

This paradigm of Sufism adds strength to Da'wah and makes a significant improve-
ment Islam missionary, which embraces all the other non-Islamic cultures and spirits
into their religious world. Da'wah Movements based on Sufism leads to Folk Islam.
Currently, the concept of the Folk Islam is one of new ways to explain the history of
Islam and became an important word in order to understand Modern Islam and study
about how Islam form and spread worldwide. Thus, the understanding of Sufism

and Folk Islam should be obtained firstly in order to understand the life of Muslim.
Practically, the study of Sufism and Folk Islam provides an opportunity for a Christian
missionary to confront Muslim and their religious influences. Finally, understand-

ing these their religious concepts will be a fundamental base that the truth, love, and

belief of Christianity can be delivered to Modern Muslims in a profound way.

e Keyword : Islamic Da’wah, Sufism, Folk Islam,

Islam evengelism
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