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o] T3-S =X, William Harris, Ancient Literacy (Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press, 1989), esp. 22, 272; Paul Achtemeier, “Omne Verbum Sonat: The
New Testament and the Oral Environment of Late Western Antiquity, Journal of
Biblical Literature (1990) 109: 3-27.
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Rhoads, “Performance Criticism: An Emerging Methodology in Second Testament
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1 9l S AR M AR w80] H Aok, FE, $A2, “The Rhetoric of
Truth in the Gospel of John: Truth’ As Counter—Imperial Reality in the Face of
Conflict and Stress,” (PhD diss., Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago, 2013),
296-303 (Appendix 1)
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5) Raymond Brown, The Gospel According to John (i-xii), Anchor Bible 29A (New
York: Doubleday, 1966), 499,
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A. J. Kostenberger, “What Is Truth? Pilate’s Question in Its Johannine and Larger
Biblical Context,”joufzm/ of the Evangelical Theological Society 48 /1(2005): 43,
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Havelock, “The Alphabetization of Homer,” in Eric Alfred Havelock and Jackson P,

Hershbell, Communication Arts in the Ancient World, Humanistic Studies in the

Communication Arts (New York: Hastings House, 1978), 3-21.
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Truth in the Gospel of John,” 145-152; 53] =53} T3t A+4-2+= =, Ignace
de La Potterie, “The Truth in Saint John,” in 7he Interpretation of John, ed. John
Ashton (Edinburgh, UK: T&T Clark, 1997), 6782,
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Science Commentary on the Gospel of John (Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press,
1998), 4—6. E3F, 2% Norman Petersen, 7he Gospel of John and the Sociology
of Light: Language and Characterization in the Fourth Gospel (Valley Forge, PA:
Trinity Press, 1993), 89.
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University Press, 1978).
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54 7|3} Tt thE Ao 2= 2 R, Alan Culpepper, Anatomy of the
Fourth Gospel: A Study in Literary Design (Philadelphia, PA: Fortress, 1983),
152-165.
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Abstract

“Truth” As Alternative “Life-World” in Johns Gospel
Narrative: A Performative-Narrative Approach

Dr. Ji-Woon Yoo
Adjunct professor,
Presbyterian University &

Theological Seminary

This article suggests a fresh understanding of John’s term “truth” and
invites people “to hear” John’s Gospel as a whole. The term truth in John
needs to be understood in the narrative itself in order to determine its
meaning because John’s thetoric of truth can only be fully understood in
relation to its narrative context. John’s term “truth” is an encompassing
word for the “life-world” of the audience of the Gospel of John and it
entails an alternative “life-world” for the Roman imperial “life-world.” The
term “truth” and its cognates pervade the Gospel narrative, and John’s
“truth” is firmly rooted in God within the story world. Next, “truth” is
related to words with global concept, including grace, light, spirit, way
and life, and word. It also relates to Jesus through symbols, indicating
what is “real,” such as light, bread, food, drink, and vine. Furthermore,
John’s truth retains an implication of dualistic contrast to the “world” and
represents a moral contrast with evil. The significant characters in John’s
Gospel such as John the Baptist, Jesus, God, the Spirit, the disciples

testify to the truth. The believing audience is also invited to know the




BRIEZO Ve tiehA el Al 249 Hlel 43

truth, stand in the truth, enter into the truth, belong to the truth, do the
truth, continue in my word, and believe in truth. People are to embrace

this reality, live in it, and testify to it.

[ Key Words

John, truth, rhetorical impact, counter-imperial, performative-

narrative criticism




