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RELIGIOUS COMMITMENT THEORY:

A MODEL FOR JAPANESE CHRISTIANS
By Dr. Bko Tekamizanva

The Jgpenee Church today faoes difficdty nat anly in evangdizing non
bdievas but d0 in mantaning the bdieves committed to Church, The
thearies on rdigious commitmant were primaily conducted in the West where humen
rdationship is indvidud-oriented and Chridienity is dominat. This peper atampts to
recondruct amodd of rdigious commitmant besed on the precedent thearies in which
commitment of Japenese Chridians can be better understood.

DEFINITION OF RELIGIOUSCOMMITMENT

The ddintions of rdigious commitmat diverge according to the schdars
framewark of andyds as wdl as thar undastanding of the fadors of rdigious
commitmant. Reviewing some primery thearies hdps to reconstruct anew modd for the
theory goplicable to non-Chridien sattings.

Gaffmen ddfines rdigious commitmeant as “ a continud dedsion meking to save
face of the parson imhedf or ahas which asids to mantain the sodd or ritud
apilivium”* He pimaily foousss on the edrindc maivation of a member in
commitmat, and his definition ladks the possible intemally-directed mordity contributing
to the commitment o the member, as Miller aritioues®

Ldand Asg, to the contrary, focusss more on the intrindc agpedt o
commitmant and defines commitmant s “ the giving of intdlectud, emationdl, and airitue
assant to ast of bdiefs and benaviors” - Although Asa expanded the focus to persond
cognition of a bdieve, his view does nat exdiatly reflect the commund agpedts of
rdigious commitmat, which is a audd demat of sodd drudure in non\Wetan
soddy. Maie Comwdl ad San Albredtt foous on the commund egpedt of the
commitmant and define rdigious commitmant in two caeganies sairtue commitment and
Church commitmant. They eqdan the former as ardigious agpect which encompessss
the bdievars  rdaionship with the transoendant and the mambars  afedtive orientation
towad daty, and the latter as the dfedtive aiattaion of the individud toward the
rdligious arganization or community.”

Rossbeth Moss Kanter and Meaedith MoGuire further their foous on commund
agpact of the commitmant and discover the linkage betwean the mambars and the graup,
and indudethe rediprocd mechaniam betwean thetwo. Kanter ddfines asfallows
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Commitmat meas the willingness o marbas to coribute in
maintaining the group because the group provides whet they wart and need . ..
the graup achieves its gods hy fulfilling the nesds o its mambas ad the
membassaidy thar desresby hdping to meintain the group. Personswho are
tadly committed to a group have fully inveted thamsdves in it and fully
identify with it. Commitmart is the link betwean the individud and the larger
sodd goup’

Thesedvarse views on rdigious commitment suggest thet rdigious commitmant
invaves three dmandans in the phenomadagica levd: idedtiond, commurd, ad
expaientid/garitud (se FHgure D).

|destiond dmenson refass to the contat of the bdief, commund to human
rdationship within the group, expaientid/gairitud to themembas - Sbjedtive expaiences
thet comeats to the Daty. The commitmant of the membassto Datty intendfies through
these three phenomendogicd dimesions o a leest a pat of them. It can be patid
because some mamba's can ceae the dfiliation to the group withaut forssking thar
dodtrind belief, or others can doutat the dodtrine without leaving the commurndl filiation.
Refleding these three dmendons, commitmant can be ddfined as “ a vdiiiord linkege
batwean the mambars and the group, which producss the willingness of the mambas to
contribute to maintan the group with ther dodtrind, commund, expaientid /iritue
ass|ant and partidpetion in the oroup.”

DEITY

F= Ritual

Faure 1. Three prenomandogicd dmendans of rdigious cammitmat

FACTORSOF RELIGIOUSCOMMITMENT

* Rossbeth Mass Karter, Community ard Comitrrent (Carmbridgg, Massschusetts Harvard University Press 1972), 66,
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Theorieson fadors o rdigious commitmeant primaily fall into three categories
addhatomous view which cordigs of meening and bdanging; a trichotomous view with
cognitive, dfedive and bahaviard fetars and a multi-dmesiond view with more
soadific fadors These three categories are nat mutualy exdusive, rather, they are
dfferat levds of categorization. Among severd muti-dmediod thearigs John M.
Finney presmted the five-dmension theary on rdigious commitmeant: ideologicd, ritudlistic,

Ritugl ————— FExperiential

=

Devotion

Enowledge Belief

expaientid, intaledud, and conssguential.” Theidedlogicl dmendion involves the beliefs
rdigous echarants ae expedted to mantain. The ritudidic dmendon encompessss
vaious ways in which rdigious adharats are expected to predtice thar rdigion. The
expaiatid dmandon patans to the inimate and amnationd  rdaionship rdigious
athaats ae expadtad to have with a supamaurd bang. The intdledud dmendon
refersto “the expaddion thet the rdigious parson will be informed and knowledgesble
about the besic tends of his faith and its saored soripture” FHindlly, the conseouentiad
dmendon indudes “the seollar fedts of rdigious bdief, pradice, expaience ad
knoMedoe” Fmney depicsthe cordation of thefivefactarsin the fallowing figure
Fgure 2 Commitmeant factarsby Finney (madified by the authar)

Finngy stheary, however, does nat explicitly describe the commundl fadtor of
rdigicsity as one indgoendant fadtar, as it comhines patidpation with the ritud factar, in
which the former actudly is a phese o ritud. Finney dso does nat differentiate persond
rdigious expaience from the dfedtive levd of one’ srdigiogty. May ather thearies do
ae regading the rdigous expaience with the dfedive dmendon of rdigiosty.
However, when the fadtors are sdected aooording to the levd of humen cognition,
rdigous expaience mugt indicate adud heppenings ar occasions thet dfedt ong' s
rdigousess on the phenomedogicd levd. Then, thee oogitions on the
phenomendogicd levd may conssquantly raise dfedive regponsss in bdievas
Admittedy, rdigious expaience can be highly sujedive However, expaientid factors

‘M. Fmngy, “A Theay of Religious Commitment;” Seddagical Andlyss 39, no. 1 (1978): 1935,
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oftenidentified es dfedtive factors, are responses toward the actud heppenings o everts
such as reading the words of forgiveness heating the words of acogatance, recdving
answasto prayers, deam, miraculous expaience, and o forth This effedtive regponse
will befdlowed by vditiond detlemingtion in the evdugtive levd, which is commitmant.

Thus FHngy s theordicd framenvark of rdigious commitment nesdss to e
modfiedinto anew framework, whichhdps in undartanding the mechaniam of rdigious
commitmat. The new framework foousss on oneindividud person rether then colledtive
respondants which is common for precadant ddidicd ressarch. It integrates an
anthropdlogicd pergpedtive aswl asthe soddogicd one of andlyss. The anthrapdlogicd
parspective is besad on Pad Hiebat' s theary of three levds of the humen mentd
componat in tems of cuture cognitive, afedive, and evduetive® Soddogicd
parspedtives ae besed on precadant thearies mantioned above: Calaning gy s
mocd with Hiebat' s theory on the dmendon of aulture an integrated modd of rdigious
commitmant issuooested as desribed infioure 3.

Experiential’

Spiritual
Cognitive
level
Affective
levwe |
YWalitional

lewvel

Foure 3. Fedars of rdigious commitment

In Lmmay, the idediond dmendon patains to the bdief content rdigious
athaants are expected to mantain. The parsond rdigious exparientid dmension patans
to the expaience that leeds adherents to amare intimete rdationship with a supameturd
bang, induding visons dreams mirades asae of God s presance asene of God' s
punismat, and aswveed prayers The commund dmension indudes the commundl and

*Pa Hiebart, Anttvopological Insighisfor Missioneries (Grand Reics Mictigart Beker Book Hau 1985), 035
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pasord fdlowship of the adcherents with mambears of the group. An integrd part of the
expaiencg/qairitud factor, dodrind knomMedge and community is ritudl.

The dfedtivelevd isunderstood to be the outcome of continuousinput through
three fectars on a phenomandogicd leve: idedtiond, persord rdigious expaiantid, and
commurd. Theevaudive levd isthe consanuence of fedtive dfirmation of the valicity
o rdigon to the marba. Rdigous commitmat, s a vdliiond aat o fath, is the
conssouence manifested inthe evlugtive levd of humen rdigiosty.

PROCESS OF RELIGIOUS COMMITMENT

Commitmen, inits nelure, isnat agtatic phenomenon but aprooess In order to
andyze the rdigous commitmant of the bdievars andlyss aooording to the ime line is
es|tid.

Cognitive Approach to Religious Commitment

Alan Tippett presants the schemétization of rdigious conversion consiructed
from the sidy on group conversion in the mission fidd. Although he resserched on group
oonvardon, his schamatization meﬂjlczﬂeto an indvidud case, as he asats that

convarsonisamulti-indvidle experience ° Tippet' sprocessof converson congds
of four paiods and three paints as desribed in Figure 4.

Paiod of Paiod of Paiod of Paiod of
Anaees R | DedsonMaing E | Incoporation C | Mauity

R=Paint of redization; E = Point of Encountar; C = Raint of Conumméation
Fgure4. Conversion prooesss (by Alen Tippet)

Thefirg depisthe paiod of avareness Paoplein anontChridian tredition and
amogphae fird need time to dbosave Chidians in order to build trust in Chridtianity
before becoming ssekas The most common ways to huild trust in Chrigianity arg, as
Tippet cdls “ neturd evironmats’ such as Chrigian educdtion o other sodd savicss
Negative factarsinclude “ externd presaures” such as economic and pdliticd arises and
“intemd arises’ of individld life such as loss of loved ones and fallure in work. Thee
necetive factors contribute to the awareness of and interet in the new meaning sygem. ™

°Alan Tippett, “The Quiturd Anthropdagy of Corverson,” in- Hardbook of Religious Carversion, el Neaton: Mdary ad
Samud Southad (Bimminghem, Alebamat Religious EdLication Rress 1992), 192-08
Meredth MdGLire, Rdigon: The Sodd Conted (Bdmort, Cdifomia Wedsnvarth Rubdising Compeny, 19992), 71
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As seskers increese tharr knomMedge and underdanding of Chidianity, they
reech the pant o redization thet the prior vegue awareness suddaly becomes
meaningful. This pant of redlizetion taminates the pariod of avareness and brings them
to the paiod of deddon meking, In the dedsormeking paiod, Tippett sates thet people
can regpond to Chidienity in three way's tatd aoogptanoe, anogptance with modification,
and rgection™ In the area where sodo-culturd srudiure is dosdly intewoven with the
trediiond rdigions, becoming Chridian mey invalve mattd and sairitud sgperation from
thefamily and the soddty. In such contexts; converson often requires the new bdieve’ s
total accaptance of and tatd commitmant to Chrigtianity.

Thar dedsion to aoogat Chritianity is usuely tested by confrontetion of thedd
vaue and sygems  Tippatt cdls this the “paint of encounter” He assarts that the
menifest fom of encounter such as destroying iddls is deatly rdated to the subseouent
dahility of the new rdigion.” In pagen context where ritudls play Significant rdesin the
sodety, the paint of encounter uaudly falls on the dedison of bgptism or on the cocedion
thet the converts were expected to paticipete in the treditiond rites The modt typicd
fites, for example, are ancestrd vengration and locdl fetivls inwhichfamily mambas o
sodey damands the mambears to be partidipents When the new converts choose to be
beptizad and refuse the traditiond rites they are oaremonidly ssperated from the dld

ocontext.

After meking a choice to day the dd systam, the convat begins to be
incorporated into the new system. Tippett does nat disouss this peariod enough. However,
the paiod o incorparation is vay impartart for esdablishing a new idantity in a new
community for those who have logt thar pimery bdonging by becoming a Chrigien By
increeding knomMedge and undarstanding of Chridtianity, and practiang faith in rituels and
other edtivities the convat leamsthe meaning of baing amemba of achurch

The dxth degeisa “parnt of corsummetion” Tippat identifies this with the
parsond expaience of the wark of the Holy Sairit within the convart.™ He bdieves thet
the “paint of consummaio” is a diindive expaience of the convat smilar to the
ssoond convardon thet the Wedeyan stchod destribes: Tippett contrests, the firgt
converson is aogptence of Chritianity as a sygem wheress the ssoond converdon is
rdated more to parsond expaience of the convarts that creates positive assurance of
new hirth, which the Wedeyan schod cdls a ssoond converdon. Ina pegen sodety, new
convats uadly expaience this dage in two ways Those who became Chrigians
through “neturd environmat” ey expaience the so-cdled ssoond convarsion after
thar commund dfiligtion. Thosewho were convearted through radicd change usLdlly
expaience the parsond levd encounter with God  before their beptiam or ather forms of
confesson. For the latter, the point of consummetion, thereforg, is often the time of
confirming ther new identity as Chrisians efter thar fath trid.

The lagt dage of Tippat' s schardizaion is an gparended “ paiad o
meturity.” He dfferentiates “ inoorporation” from “ growth in faith’ and empheszes the
impoartance of quditative gronth of the convarts bath aintudly and soadly, dter thar

Teketh izes the o ing Chridianity i dgal in her Dateuto Hal
(Indgarizetion ad(ﬁegmze; S"em tr_Eargg%eretypesmc}y HHEEm nuev\g:stomaxm%j"ngmmty buying yle
;%i_laums%germm i grafting tyle, indigenization syle, and gpodtasy syle: (Tekedk, 1967).
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incorporation into Chidianity. Thisis gadlicable for the convats who live in a cortinuous
ddlengefroman antagonistic soaety, aswdl astheintamd drdlenge of dd worldview.
Chrigian minisry should am for the change of the convarts warldview, aswel asthar
lifegyle

Sociological Approach to Rdigious Commitment
Meredith MoGuire d <o views converson as a process

Covadon is a reduion o the indvidud' s prddeams with famer
meaning sydams and fomer df, but converdon done is nat auffidant to
resdve new pradems The group' s commitmant processss hdp prevat the
indvidud' s doults and new prodams from undamining the conversion. The
find resdt of the etire convadon process is nat mardy aeding new
mambars but aeding mambarswho will inves themsdvesin whet the graupis
bdieving and daing. Commitment processess build plausihility srudures for the
gop swordview and way of life™

She goproaches the commitmant prooess from the commurd pairt of view,
which begins with the initid contact of the new convats with the group to the gege of
recommitmat. She desibes the process of convaeson with four dages (1)
Predigoostion denates pasond and Stugtiond fadtors which predigposes people to
convason by meking tham aware of the extant to which thar prior meening sydem
seams inedanuiete to explan or give meening to expaiences ad evants The Jgpanese
nonigic warldview, which represents most pegen warldviens, hes alimitation in providing
absdlute meaning for life expaiences and events due to its ladk of absolute tandard,
Chrigtianity, in sSuch context, seams ather to be a drange sysem to rgedt or a new
system thet provides hopefor anew life Deprivetion in life can cause people to search
for a new meaning sytem.® (2) Initid interadtion is the cocasion in which people are
drawvn to a new group. Preexiding networks often acoount for the plausihility of the
bdiefs and the atradtiveness of bdanging. In arientd sodely where humen rdationghip is
more group-aiented then thet of the Weg, the praoehility for the contribution of pre-
edding neworks seams higher. Ressarch in Jgoen shows that 537 peroat of
interviewess hed dose rdationships with church members befare their corverson™ In a
group-orented sodely, srong humen tieswith Chridians can provide gpportunities for the
new mambas to come to durch. At the same time, humen ties in the dd nwarks
fundion padgetly to hdd them bedk in the dd humen ties McGuire sess the
commitmant process &s the process of withdrawd from rivd dlegance (3) The
resoddizing dageisagradud process of the recruit’ s sheping hisidentity and worldview
to become conggtent with those conddered goprapriate by the group. MoGuire disoussss

McGLire 8L
15’\Mlllam s Bntridge hads thet among two typesd deprivation-sbsolute derivation and relative dgprivetion-the latter
Haysageds deinthecorvason o therdigous mambers
‘Luheran Warld Fedraion, Office of Commuriceion. How Jepenese Beooe Chriians: Firdl Repart of the Beplism
Mativetion Siney o 19731974, A Redl far Wheston Extansion EdLcation, for the aouree of Audience Psyddogy
llinois Wheeton GradLete Shod, nd), 13
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thet the commitment is produced bath through withdrawe from the compdting dlegiances
and more invdvemat in the graup. This ethances the ssne of bdonging to the new
marbas She asats “Adivities thet draw the marbe into the fdlonvship ad
congtiousness o the lager group promate bath the aohedion of the group ad the
commitmat of individue rrmbers'l‘fmecmmtrmt mecheniam meke bdonging to the
goup an emotiondlly satifying expaience””

(4) Symhdlization is the efimmation of the convat to the new idartity by some
s/mbdic meaning or rituds. This leeds the convat to the new process of commitmat.
For common Jgoenese pegle who are rdigoudy tied to one ancther through ritudl
patidpetion, confessing Chridtianity rituelly means the complete sgparation from the dd
trediiond ties Baptiam, therdfare does nat imply the convat' s inner change, but the
rdigious idertification of the convarts to Chridienity. This often pertains to the sairitud
and sodd isdlation from the dd family and humen ties. Stages three and four can ooaur in
the oppasite order or interchangeebly dgpading upon theindividudl. (5) Thearids dageis
thetime the new convatsthink of disengegameant from the new group. Disangegemat is
often the reLit of a breskdown or dminished effediveness of the plausihility structure
thet supparts the rdigous goups bdiefs and pradtices One sudy reports thet this
breekdown of plausihility resuited from such fectors as reduced isdlaion from the outside
warld, compding commitmant, such as intimete dyadic rdaiondhips within the group or
family links ousde the group; lack o‘ movamat succsss and goparat discrgpendes
between leedars words and adions™ Jgpenese Chrisians who live in the cob-web of
Jpenian often face a aids of commitmat in the sronger ddlenges to ther
commitmat.”

FACTORSFOR RELIGIOUS COMMITMENT

Whilefattars of rdigious commitment focused on the intemd or immediae
expaience of the convart, factars for reigious commitment focused on extemd and
ocontextud fectors thet might influence the commitment. Bdow are some of the mogt
common fedtures among fadtars for rdigious commitmeant.

Family Influence

Few sthdas of rdigon doutt the family’ s influence on the dhild' s rdigous
commitmant. Parats  rdigous atitudes behavior, and even language ae immediady
trammitted to the dhild Feudan psychdogss provide the founddion for the
psychoandlytical gpproech to rdigious commitmat. They bdieve dhildrai s symhidic
union with the mother saves as the bedis for an evalving sense of trud, acogatance, and
secunity. W, W, Massne essats thet this may be didilled into the people’ s expaience

McGure84
“Quat A. anm LeaingQuts The Dyrarrics of Defedion (Waghington, D.C:: Soaely for the Saeniific Sudy of Religon,

M
“Peter Landdl ailsthe hmsm the web of intercomedion of worldview assumptions, which ssam to cause the Jpenee to be
resdant to the Gogpd. SeeMissdagy 23, no. 4 (1996): 401-12.
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with their rdationship to God® He explains thet the arigin of the ego-ided is due to
idertification with people whom the dhild loves admires o fears Parents are the fird
ohjeds of identificetion. Later, teechars yauth group leedas adventure heroes, and
atractive agemates become dhjects of idertifications for the child. The Freudians bdieve
the parentd influence continues into the adult gage; however, the egoided of the adut is
acompadte of dl identifications mede™ Although Freud rightly focuses on the parental
influence onthe childrart sview of Gad, hisview thet rdigion arigineted from the Oedipus
complex, which comes aut of a prgedtionsymbdization of the father-child rdatiorship, is
aitiazed as an overampheds on the infartile arigins of rdigious devdopmat. M. W.
Addinsys “ In Freudian view, God ismerelz/ aprgedion of the fathe-child rdationship,
and lacks the redlity and hitoricity of God.” = The family is utimetdy the modd of bath
rdigous rdaionsnips and vaues® Hoge and Patrillo discuss that the child s firgt
imaginings of God are st in theiimege of hisor her parents® Potvin and Soene reported
thet addlesoat rdigion is an extendon of parantd rdigion; in about 95% of the casss
thereiis co-congruction of religion with the parents® Dudey and Dudey found perdding
parantd influence upon childran s rdigious vaues They dscovearad tha the mathe” s
vaues were geta predidars of the vaues of youth then were the vaues of the
fahers

Earlier Experience

Sodd influence upon younge' children in their vaues and rdigiousness is nat
questioned, as discussed above Because the Japenese children in a pegan sodely have
less oppartunity to be brought up in a Chridian amosphere, eatly encountars with
Chridianity become a significart fector upon Jgpenese converson and their devdlopmeant
of commitmant to Chridianity. Chie Nakang, in her disousson of humen rdationghip in
Jpen, paints aut thet the eatliness of encounter, length of contet, and srength o
relationship detemine the sodd influence on rdationship.”’ This seams gppliceble to the
adturd and rdigious sitution in Jgpenese humen rdationship. Chridian education, in this
regad, is impartant bath in durch and in misson shodls becaue it is generdly
respected as good educationd method by meny nonHodieving Japenese parants

Group Tiesand Inner Friendship Ties

Douges MoGaw dudied the commurd dfet in rdigous commitmatt by
compaing two congregions within the same denomingtion: one with a srang
“dhaigraic’ empheds ad the aher with more indingtion towad “ maniing’

zjvv V&Ms’sm—r, Pschoardlyssand Religous Expaience (New Have Yde Univasty Press 1984), 2400406,
% W. Alin, “Aduit Mauration Processess and Fadlitating Environmant,” Jourrdl of Religion and Hedlth 25 (1986): 198

2

zD. R Hogead G H. Petrillo, “ Yauhadthe Church,” Religious Eduication 74 (1979): 30613

R H. Ravinand D. M. Soeng * Paentd Contral, Ageard Religious Pradics™” Review of Religious Research 27 (1986): 314
Dored M. Dudey and Magget G, Dudey, “Transmisiona Reigious Veuesfrom Paats to Addesoais” Radev of

Rdigous Reseerch 28, no. 1. (1986): 35.

“ChieNekarg (Tatesheka no Ningen Kaurou: Humen Reliorghip in a Vertical Sodiety), (Tokya:

Koderehg, 1967), 5456
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denomingtions He found thet the charisitic congregetion hed a sronger commitmart
then the ather. MoGaw explaned thet the dhaismdtic congregtion wiss dfedtive in
providng meaning and bdonging to its membars through sronger dodure sridness
consanaus on autharity, and cohesion. These quiities seamed to be the primary reesons
for the sronger commitmant of the mambars He conduded thet bdonging plays amore
oantrd rdlethenisusudly suggested intheliterature™

The sgnificance of the commund fadtor in rdigious commitmeant is addressad
by a number of aha shdas Danid Olson sudies the rdaionship batwean inner
friendship ties and commitment of ffiliates and finds thet desire for church friendships
plays an importart rde in the church atendance dedsons of churdhgoars® Comwll
notes the commund effedts on rdigious commitment in her siudy of rdlative influences of
rdigious soadization and parsond community rdationships: She conduded thet rdigious
soddiztionisimportant not only becauseit provides awarlview, but becauseit dnemndls
individLelsinto parsondl communities and hdps to sudtain aparticdar worldview.

Sacrifice

The rdigious groups thet gain gredter commitmant of mambears often ek the
meambers to sarifice something for Ihegag The kind and the degree of saarifice vary
from time and enargy to money and propaty.™ Many o the fegtest growing new rdigious
gous in Jgoen often demand a high degyee of commitmeant from the mambars For
exarple the Unification Assodation, the Moonies reguires membas  totd surender of
their lives for the orgenization. In mogt cases the mambers were reuired to leave their
own family and live in an isdlated community, contribute their pmastothegcm
and beengaged in cartan econamic adtiviieswhich exploit their life™

The edrame contrd of time menegemant, economy, and languege over the
membars ae reported as methods of mindkcontrdl often used by these religious auits™
Anather form o saorfice is dodtinence from oartan kinds of food, doohd, dugs o
exud rdaiohips Cdibery pradticed among Romen Cathdlic dergy and some neo-
Pentecodtds are examples of this kind. McGuire intarprets these sarifices as forms of
martification, the process of dripping the individud of vedtiges of the “dd Hf.” Se
duadidates thet these forms of ebstinence are not because they are wrong in themsdves
but because they support the dd sdif:* MoGuire views the wihdle process of conversion
and commitmat as a proocess of withdravd from compding dlegiances, in which
saificeplaysadgnficat roe

25 McGaw, “ Carmitmat ad Rdigous A sn of a Chaisretic ad aMarline on,”
%hﬂe&:eﬁﬁc&r&d@gml& m%ﬂt{%&m Ty
ZgDdengm * Church Frienckhips Boon o Barier to Chuch Gowtt?” Jourrdl for Sientific Sudy of Religion 28 o, 4

47
Ql\ﬁemml “TheSodd Basssdf Rdigat A Sudydf FedorsInflusnding Religious Bdie and Cammitmatt,” Ravew o
Rdlgcusmmm( 27253

“MdGure 8283

“Keko Kawesk, (Toitsu Kyokd no Sigaa: Soro samouro jittai to
trisekul), (Tokyar Kyohurikan, 1990) , 4681

“Mesy ki Hiraoka, Mind cotrd ad adtc rdigan) in

(Kamigam no Jda wo Tou), ed Jpen Luther Thedogicd Saminaty (Takyo: Avano, 1994), 59104,
“MdGuirg 83
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Any degree of sarifice enhances the individud' s commitmant because
gving up something mekes the god seam more vdueble Saaifice gves
obsavable evidance to the group thet the member is committed, and it “ weeds
o’ membarswho are ot SUffidenty committed®

Cuitic groups aften encourage the reaits to mortify ther dd <dif in order to
resoddize them in a new identity condgtat with the group' s bdids and vdues The
psychaogicd boundary aregted by the physicd withdraw from theworld and the dd sdif
enhancssthegroup ties

BIBLICAL EXAMPLES COMMITMENT
INJESUS DISCIPLESHIP

The process of disdipleship is a process of huilding commitmat in dsdples
Jes dsipled the Twdve in a processwhich encompessad the three factors of rdigiaus
commitman discussed ebove idedtiondl, expaientia, and commurd. Cal Wilson studied
Jas modd o bulding commitmantsin Hlsdsmjes and found seven stages by which
Jesus proossoiad to build commitmant in His fdlowers® Thefirg gageis
and Fath” inwhich Jeaus and His predecessor, John the Baptist, cdlled people to change
thair mind and acogat anew lifewith God. In Hisinitid mingry, Jlaus primarily targeted
the Javs who are well aoquainted with the Law of Mases and Prophecy. Thetime ad
sodd gtugtion of the Jaws in those days ripened the people’ s expedtaion for the
Mesdgh Jesus begen his minidry in such a Stugtion (process: predigpodiion). Then, the
fallowerswere crdlenged to repant of the pedt Snful way of lifeand tum to God. Asthey
aoogat and yidd to God, they are willing to devdlap ther commitmatt to ther new lifein
Gad. In this casg, John the Baatigt and Jeaus darted with the ritud dhdllenge in water
baptism(rocess convearson).

The second dage wes “ Erligntemat and Guidanee”  [n this dage, Jesus
hdped Hisfdlowesundardand who He was in arder for them to build atrust in Him as
thar leeder (factor: idedtiondl). At this time, He gathered a smdl group of people to
Himsdf and disdipled them dosdy (factor: commurndl). Jesus identified Himsef to the
sHected ones asthe Mesdah and He corfimmed the daim by hismiraculous desdss (factor:
expaiatid). Fdlowes a this gage dill nesded to leam more about Him as God who
can forgve dns The disdiples did nat just leem about Him, but witnessed His divine
neture through His teeching (fadtor: idediond), desds (fedtor: expaietid), ad
interaction with athars (factor: commund). Without underdanding whom they ae
fdlowing, they could nat devdgp therr commitment to the dject.

The third dage was “ Minisry Training and Appredetion of Bendfits” Jesus
cdled the dsaples to acommit thavsdves pubidy to miniser with Him. “ Came, fdllow
nme. .. ad | will meke yau fishas of mat (Mak 1:17). Advanced commitmat wes
required to those who go doser into the group (factor: commurdl). In the continued
gonth o the dsdples some fom of mindry invdvemant of the disdples wes nesded

Ib|d 82
*Cal Wlsm With Chrigt inthe Shod of D|s:|deajldng A Sudy of Chrig’ sMethod of Building Disaiples (Grand Repids
Michigan Zondaven Publishing Houss, 1976), 79-
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The mare they were invaved, the membas sense of bdanging to the graup became
sronger bath intemdlly and outwardly (fector: expaientid). Jesus continued to pafom
miradesto &finm His autharity and dhility as dvine Son of God. The disdiples continued
to dosave Jaus mirades and weare raminded of the bendfit of commitment (process
resoddization). Duing this age the disaiples undarstand in tharr heed what God hes
done for them, and they are better able to teach the truth of God to athers™ Difficulties
for developing commitmatt in this gege arein (1) the disdiple’ s temptation to fear men,
(2) resganceto change, (3) laziness and the prodlem of inattia, (4) bang ignorart of how
to sharethir fath and how to do tasksin the ministry, and (5) conflidting priarities

The fouth dageis “ Lesdarship Devdgpmeat and Govermat unde God”
Thisdage is aconssquence of the previous gage of minidry training. Among those who
fallowed and became disdiples of Jesus sHected leedars were gopointed by Jeus asthe
Apadlles (dage advanced commitment). They weare with Jesus and witnessed whet He
dd, and they were “the sat ones’ which the Gresk words for goodie denates (factor:
commurd/edaiantid). While this amdl group of lesdas wat through training for
leedership, Jesus continued minidaing to the mutitude in the prindples of God s
govenmat ove ther lives to modd the leedaship. Jesus do demondrated how to
overocome gppasition for theleedars At this stage Jesuis begen fading the confrontation by
rdigousleadas hisown family membas and many of thefdlowersfeared.

Thefifth dageis “Resvdudion and Sgparation.” This sep is auad for the
dsdiplesto raman conited. The éamd vaues are dways in corflict with the tempord
vaues in the dsiples minds. Duing the minisry traning, the dsdple begen to
undastand the etlemdl vaue of the gogpd (process aids). They saw Jeus demongtrating
the pover of heaven by the waking of the Haly Sairit (factor: expeiantid). In the
leedership 9age the disaiples expaienced the Haly Sainit’ swarking through them asthey
cagt out demors and hedled and prodamed the goad news o the Kingdom (fadtor:
expaientid).® The ealy sugidions of the rdigious autharities hed reeched the point thet
they dedired to digoose of Jesus (Mat 1214, Mark 3:6). Jenish autharity aso won over
the grest messss of the cond into the gppodtion egaing Jesus This created a dear
sgoardion of the group and the world (process: aids). To fdllow Jesus from this sage
means sgparation from thewarld (fector: commundl).

The sxth dageis “ Patidpation and Ddegdion.” As the intamd orgenization
devdops the ditiples nesded to leam how to patidpate and cooparate with other
membas Jeus taught how to rdate to the Jews, who dhdlenged Jesus on taxes (Matt
17:24-2); to each ather 0 thet they might become more fedtive leeders (Mark 9:33-37);
to peodewho worked indgoendently (Luke 9:4950); to fase teechers within the church
(Matt 186-10); to anyone who drayed from abedience to Chrig and from Chrigian
fdlondhip (Matt 18:12-35); to those who offend us repestedly (Mt 1821-22); to those
whorgect Chridians aut of jedousy (Luke 951-56); and to those who wart to become
dsiples (Matt 819-22; Luke 9:57-62). Throughout thisstage, Jesus equipped the ddiples
to cooparae in unity S0 thet they could face the edtamd and intemd prablems Jeus
gppainted the svanty new goodies a this fage The gopaintment of the new disdples
wes posihle only dter the intemd training was given to the dd membars (fadtor:
commure/edpaientid).
7liid, 110.

bid; 130,
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The saverth segeis * Excianged Life and Waldwide Chellage” In thislagt
sage dl the previous training is integaed (factars integrated). The lagt sage of
disdpleship does not meen that they became parfect Chridians Rather, they cameto the
paint thet they could know why they failed, whey they were depressed, why they sinned,
and how to be restored to the ate of joy. In order to come to this stege, they nesded to
leem whether they shauld trust in the flesh or in the power of the Sainit of God. The
audfixion of Jeas shettered the disdples confidence and haope in the fleshly vidtory.
Through His degth, resurredtion, asoandon, and the Pantecost expaience, the disdiples
leamed thet thair hope was nat in the flesh, but in the Hdy Sairit. Thus empowered by
the divine Sairit on the day of Pentecodt, the disdiples were st aut with the chdlenge to
reech theworld.

CONCLUSON

The dudy implies three ddlenges to Jgpanese Chidian dhurches Oreis the
impartance of refocusing on the process of commitmeant. Jgpanese Clhridians living in a
pegan soddy, tend to foous on convasos of  the nontdievers a the cost of the
sgnificance of nurturing new beieverswithin the dhurch., It is only when meture bdievers
hdp the new to grow toward meturity thet new Chridians are reedy to reech out to the
norHodievers Jgpanese churches nead to provide Sunday schod for aduts in which they
can sudy and be nurtured by the Chridtian fdlowship. One of the best ways for nurturing
the new bdievers or sskarsis to provide mentars for them. The mentors who mugt be
saritudly meture, can help the new mambars to leam about faith in pradicd living and
gow inthar care

The ssoond dhdlenge s the importance of refreshing the rautine ritud in
Jpanee churches Ritud is anintegrd part of the commitment factars (Hgure 1). The
ey savice and Hdy Communion can beoome a highly ritudiic routine without the
meening being underdood by the partidpants While adknoMedging the importance of
regulaity inrituds anew liturgy or a new way of conduding rituds would be desrede
for refresiing the patidpants  atitude toward the ritud and toward God who is the
center of theritudls

The third ddlenge of the sudy is the importance of a whalidtic goproech in
mindry. Evangdicd Chridians are mdmed to regard the hamenauticd exerdse as the
way to Chridian Soiritud mauity.® Chridians gow through leaming cognitively,
eqpaiendng God s presance and power in their lives and in the fdlowship and airitue
uppat of the mambas o the church. The aiticd atitude toward the Chridian
expaience, because of the fear of extreme daigmdic influencg, and the negledt of
ad invdvamat, because of thefear of extremeliberdiam, can caueimbdanossin the
whdligic regponghlity of the Chrigians.

Jesus lad the foundation of His Church in the dsoples  lives His way of
dsipling wes whalidic. Chridians today dso need to devdlgp commitment in awhdlidic
way. God desavesthetatd commitment of dl Hisfalowvesindl patsof theword

*Mak S Y *Nurturi rituelity in the Metrix of Humen Develgament,” Christian Education Jourrdl 10, no 2
I?Ze B ;%cammg 75 Spnur%%]]m% into three groups excpid, adivig, and retiondlist. He idartifies the Evaga.é%
raiondigt.




